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Lettres Edifiantes & Curieufes, Ecrites des Miffions Etrangeres, 
par quelques Miffonaires de la Compagnie de Fefus VIN. Re- 
cueil, A Paris, 1708. in 12°. Pages 47§. 1.e. Edifying and 
curious Letters, writ from Foreign Miffions, by fome Miffio- 
naries of the Society of Jefus. The Eighth Colle€tion. At 


Paris, 1708. in 12°° p. 475. 


T's. Miffionaries, the Authors of the Curious and Edifying 
Letters which we have in this Colle€tion, are the Fathers 


Niel and de Fontenay. 


The Firft of thefe Letters is dated at Lima the 20th of 
May, 1705. Father Nye/ hop’d that the French Ships which 
brought him to Perow, would have alfo carried him to China, 
but they were not in a Condition to make fo great a Voyage. 
This Difappointment has not alter’d the Miflionaries Defign, 
who has {till sooo Leagues to fail. He is refolved to Trave} 
over New Spain, to go to Acapulco and embark for the Phi/ip- 
pine Mlands, and by this means to opena new way to go to the 
Place of his Miffion. Whilft he waited for an Opportunity to 
do this, he applied himfelf to — the State of the ee 
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224 The Corks of the Learned, 
of South America, and gives us an Account of thofe of the 
Moxes, Pulches and Poyas. 


The Miffion of the Moxes, which began only about 30 Years 
geo. is fituated in the Torrtd-Zone, in the 12th Degree of 
Southern Latitude. "Tis feparated from Perow by Cordilera, or 
the long Kidge of Mountains, which limits Peroz on the kaft, 
There are now more than 30 Mifhionaries of our Scciety, fays 
Fathe: Mye/, who are empluy’d to cultivate this Laborious Mif- 
fin. Thy have already converted about 25 or 30000 Souls, 
of whem they have torm’d 15 or 16 Towns, which are but 
6 or 7 Leagues ciftant from one another. Each Town is built 
in fuch a Soil as appeared to be moft wholefome and fruitful : 
The Streets are equal, built on a Line, and the Houfes uniform. 
Théy aflign to each Family fuch a Portion of Land as is neceffiry 
for their Subfiitence, and the Chief of the Family is obliged to 
fee tne Grounds cultivated, in order to banifh from his Houfe 
Idlznefs and Poverty. Every Town has fome E{tate in Common, 


-and they apply the Revenue of it to the maintenance of the 


Church and Hofpital, and to other Publick Works. When 
they found a new Town all the reft is obliged to contribute to 
it. In the beginning of the Year they choofe the wifett among 
them for Judges and Magiftrates, to take care of the Civil Go- 
vernment: There are ufually Two Mifhionaries in each Town; 
the Magiftrates have fo much Refpe& for them, that they do 
nothing without their Advice. Fhe Fathers on their fide are in 
continual Labour; they fpend the Morning in celebrating the 
Holy Myfteries, in hearing Confeflions, and anfwering thofe 
who come to confulr them. After Dinner they explain the 
Chriftian Do€trine, and vific the Poor and Sick. The Day is 
concluded with Publick Prayer. On Holy Days they add a Ser. 
mon in the Morning, and Vefpers in the Evening. Since thofe 
People love Singing and Inftruments, each Church has its Mu- 
fick. The Churches are large, well-built, adorn’d with Pain- 
ting and Engraving, done by fuch Indians as are Skilful in thofe 
Arts. One of the greateft Difficulties the Miffionaries had to 
furmount in the Converfion of thofe People was the Diveifity 
of their Languages. To Remedy this great Inconvenience 
which very much hinder’d the ProgrefS of the Gofpel ; they 
have chofen from among more than 20 difforent Languages, that 
which is mo({t general aiid eafv{t to learn, and cave made iz 
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for June, 1708, 325 
the Univerfal Language ot all this People. The Sunsrior of 
this Miffion bas a Sup-er-intendency over all thofe Towns, and 
mikes his Refidence in the Center of the Province. He has a 
Library in his Houfe common to all the M ffionarics, and a 
Phaimicy full of ali forts of Medicines, which are diftributed 
among them according to their Neceflities. The laft Letters we 
received. from this Miffion fay, That there are above 10000 
Men, who being charmed with the Holy and Happy Life their 
Country-men lead, under the Condu& of the Miffionaries, prefs 
earneftiy for Labourers to inftru& them in Religion. Thefe 
large Countries are extraordinary well Peopled. [Ic having been 
found by long Experience that the Commerce of the Spaz-- 
tirds. was very prejudicial to the Indians, either becaute 
they treated them with too much Rigor, or beciufe they. 
offended them by their diforderly Lives. They have ob- 
tained a Decree from his Catholick Majefty, which forhids. 
Spaniards to enter into this Miffion, or to have any Cum- 
munication with the Indians who. compofe it. It depends on 
the Province of Peroz. 


That of Notre-Dame of Nabuelbuapi, belongs to the Province 
of Chili, About 3 Years ago P. Ma/cardi began to Preach the 
Gofpel to the People called Pu/ches and Poyas, among whom 
this Miffion is founded. . He converted a great number of them, 
and merited by. his Labours the Crown of Martyrdom. Since 
that time thofe People have not ceas'd to demand new Miffio- 
naries; and at.laft Father Phi/ipe of Languna was allow’d to 
go and inftru&t them. Father Godien gives us an Extra& of a 
Relation that this Miflionary made of his Travels, and .of the 
Succefs of his Firft Labours. . 


The Pulches and Poyas live in a Country over againft Chive, 
about 50 Leagues from the South Sea, and in 42 Degrees South- 
Latitude. Father Philip de la Guna, having heen very well re-: 
ceived by the Cacigues of thefe People, re-affembled ar firft the 
New Converts, who were formerly baptized by Father Mafcar-. 
di,.. Aftewards, whilft Father Gale/mo his Companion caufed 
a Church to be built, he made a Voyage to Bs/d:via, to put the 
Miffion under the Prote€tion of the Governor of that Place: At 
his Return he laboured. to remove from the Minds of the Px/- 
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ches certain Prejudices, which might have. been attended with 
very pernicious Coniequences. ‘ Ir feems, fays he, there was a 
¢ [jitterence between them and the Poyas, tor the Pulches en- 
* deavoured to divert me from labouring to convert their Neigh. 
* bours, and told me they were a Fierce, Cruel and Barbarous 
* Nation, with whom there was no treating ; but I who krew 
‘ the mildnefS and tra€tablenefs of the Poyas, who had earnetfily 
‘ folicited me to inftru€t them, underftood very well thar the 
‘ Pulches ated only out of Paflion ; for this Reafon, having 
* fome Days after aflembled the Chief of that Nation; | told 
‘ them that God was willing to fave ali Men without ditlerence, 
© without Refpeét of Perfons , that the Minilters of Jefus Chritt 
“ could not exclude any Nation from the Kingdom ot God, &c. 
Father Philip’s Difcourfe made a great Impreftion, and the Pu/- 
ches promiied immediately not to oppofe the InftruCtion and- 
Converfion of the Poyas : At the end of his Relation this Mif- 
fionary fays, that tae Country where he is, extends to the 
Streights of Magellan, and is above 100 Leagues of extent on 
fide. 


Father de Fortenay writes from London of the 15th of Faz- 


nuary, 1704. This Father fpeaks firft of the Services which 
the Jefuits in Chiza have done the other Miffionaries, both Se- 
cular and Kegular. They have procured to the Frencifcans the 
Confent of the Mandarins, which they ftood in need of in or- 
der to fettle at Grankin, and to P. de Leomff., Bifhop of Be- 
ryte, the Peaceable Pofletlion of a Houfe at Nanquin. Mr. le 
Blanc being cruelly oppreffed at Emouy, they got Juitice done 
him. Mr. Maigrot being vex’d and ditturb’d at Font-cheou, he 
wrote feveral times to P. de Fontenay at Pequin, to get the Per- 
fecution to ceaie, and this Father efte€ted it by his gocd Ser- 
vices. ‘ But in the Years 1698 and 1699, fays he, .we had 
* more occafion to fhew our Zeal tor the common good, when 
‘ “the Pope had named Bifhops and Apoftolical Vicars tor every 
© Province in China. Several of thefe Gentlemen addrefs’d 
‘themfelves to us ; they fhew’d us the Obligation they were un- 
der to obey the Holy See, and the infuperable Difficulties they 
were like to meet with in thofe Provinces, where there was nci- 
ther Chriftians nor Churches, nor Miflionaries, if they were not 
fupported by fome Recommendation from Court. The Conjun- 
ture was Ticklifh, and it was no fimall Enterprife to attempt 
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to fettle them at the fame time in fo many different Places ; for 
it was to be feared, that inan Empire where Jealoufy and Sufpi- 
cion are as it were the Soul of the Government, they would 
be allarmed at fo many new Eftablifhments, €%c. He relates 
afterwards the important Services the Jefuits did to the Bifhop 
of Pekin, who fettled at Lintein, to Mr. le Blanc, in his Set- 
tlement at Yunnan, to the Bifhop of Rofaliz, and to Four Ec- 
clefiafticks that had the Charge of the Province of Sontchouen, 
and during his Abfence ; to the Augu/ffin Fathers of the Province 
of Quam, to Mr. Quety, Eccleliattick of the Seminary of 
the Foreign Miffions, and to feveral other Miffionaries. Some 
People affeéted, continues Father de Fontenay to fpread a Report 
at Pars, that the Jefuits had pull’d down 5 Churches belonging 
to the Bifhop of Rofalie, and had occafion’d that Prelate, fo 
remarkable for his Birth and Zeal, to be ill ufed. The Mitlio- 
naries of Ching, who heard it, were offended atit. But the Re- 
verend Father Baffle, a Francifcan Monk, and Apoftolical Vicar 
of the Province ot C/enft, inthe Letter he wrote to me the 21{t 
of Otfober, 1701. exprefles himfelf thus. Good God! What 
Impofture is this News they have [pread, That Mr.de Lyone was 
beat and abufed at Nientcheou, and that 5 of bis Churches were 
pall’d down by order of the Mondarins! I thought at firft they 
Spoke to me of a City in Hungary, called § Churches. Let us 
think on nothing but to make our felves worthy of our Calling, 

dear Father; and then the Impoftures, Lies, and Calumnies, 
with which they would defame us, will ferve only to raife our Glo- 
ry fo much the Higher. Father de Fontenay {peiks afterwards of 
the Difficulty that the Jefuits at the Court of Peguin have 
to obtain Favour, and of the Melancholy Life they lead ’ 
there. 


The fair Church they have built ia the firft Inclofure of the 
Palace, the new Eftablifhments: at Hiam-f1, Houguam, and 
TFehe-Kiam, the Travels of Father Barboriar, in the Portugueze 
Miffions ; thofe of Father Gollet, and of fome others; anexaét 
Defcription of the Port of Nangafaki in Fappan, and of their 
Commerce; and a great many Kelations of different Miffions, 
do pleafantly divert the Minds of the Readers in the Clofe of 
this Letter. We'have here alfo the Particulars of all'that hap- 
pen’d to the Ampbuirrite in 1701, and the Extraéts of Lerters, 
in which Mr. de -/a Rigandtere, who commanded that Ship, 
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328 The orks of the Learnen, 

teftifies much Thankfulnefs to P. de Fontenay. That Father 
concludes by clearing fome things obje€ted to him upon his laft 
Voyage from France. You go Cloathed with China Silks, fays 
one, and walk not a Foot through the Cities, but are carried in 
a Chair. Did the Apoftles Preach after this manner? He an- 
{wers that the State of the Learned Chimefe, being that which 
Miffionaries muft take upon them in Chiaa; they are oblig’d 
to obferve all the Decorum of it, and confequently have Silk 
Cloaths and Chairs, as the Chinefe Doftors. That the Miffio- 
naries ought to take this State upon them, he endeavours to 
prove here at large. Father Marthiew Ricct, the Founder of this 
Miffion, did almoft no good for 7 Years that he liv’d with the 
Bonzes Cloathed like them. In the Condition in which you 
appear, faid the Mandarins to him, few People will hear you, 
nor will they fuffer you long in China: Since you are a Learned 
Man, live as Learned Men do, then you may {peak to every 
Body ! Experience Taught P. Ricci that this Counfel was very 
good. Fifty Years.after, the Francifcan and Dominican Monks 
came into. Chima, and with the Crucifix in their Hand, went 
to Preach in the Streets in the Habit of their order. They had 
the Merit to fuffer much, to be beaten, imprifon’d, and fent 
back to their Country ; but they had not the Confolation to do 
the good they expetted. They try’d it fo often, and always to 
the prejudice of their Principal Defign, that by the common 
Advice, and repeated Orders of their Supetiors General, they 
refolv’d at laft to Cloath themfelves. and live as the Jefuirs: As 
to the reft, Father de. Fontenay obferves, that in China even 
the Common People wear Silk Cloaths, and go in Chairs when 
they have a mind to vific any one ; which is not look’d upon as 
Grandeur, or Vanity among them, but is a Sign that they Ho-. 
nour the Perfons they go to fee. ' 


Shae ele me Bire F : 

Tis according to thefe Ideas, fays.he, and not by fuch as we 
have in France, that we ought to regulate our Conduct, with- 
our eafily believing the Reproach of our Enemies; that the 
Miffionaries, after having begun, in the Spirit, would end in the 
Flethy &c. Hii: jo enoissign vob te BX f _ 
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"Lhe Epiltle Dedicatory, tthe beginning of thisVolyme, cons, 


tains an Extract.of P. Axibony Vexjus’s Lite. He was born at 
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for Jue, 1708. 229 
College of Jefvits, he enter’d into their Society, when he was 
19 Yeurs of Age. As he had a folid and ready Wit, the Hifto- 
rian obferves, he learned the Things relating to Pizey nee Hike 
a young begi nner, . ut like a Man of Years. He apn féd hich 
{elf particularly to folid Vertues, which are proper for one thar 
is to Preach the Gofpel. The Converfion of the New World 
being hen rincip.l —_ g that induc’d nim to undertake his Cai- 
ling, h s Praycts and Commurions, €&¢. were all direSted to 
that View. After hi: ving pais’d his Noviciat, he was a Regeut 
in Brittany, and alterw wards fiudied Divinity, with very great 
SuccefS. He feveral tines urg’d bis our seriors to fend him to 
the remotelt Miffion-, bur his ‘Infirrnities and the oppohiti ion OF 
the Count of Crecy, who could over think of lofing a Brother 
who was fo dear to him, hindered him ‘rom obtaining that 
Favour. 


Father Verjzs went hy the King’s Order in 1672. to join the 
Count of Creey in Gerewuny. This Father acqui rd great Repu- 
tation there, both by his Witand Vertue. The Baron de Schwe- 
rin, a zealous C alvinitt, Chief Minifter of tbe Ele€tor of Braz- 
denburg, often faid that he would gladly pafs his Life with 
him; yet che Father did noi {pare him at ail when they came 
to difcourfe of Astairs of Religion. “Mr. de‘Grore, a Lutheran, 
Chief Minifter to the ‘Duke of Hanover, had no lefS Ref pect 
for him. Princefs Supt hia, now DurchefS Dowager of Haxover, 
honour’d him with her Efteem and Friendfhip: °Tis eafy to 
judge that he was no lefs efteem’d by the Catholick Princes of 
the Empire. The Hiltorian here gives the Elogia of thofe iwith 
whom Father Verjas was moft familiar. He afterwards fhews 
the great Favour that the Court ot France, and moft part of 
Minifters, always had for this Father, and that he was alfo 
much refpected by thofe of his Orde 


The Procurator of the Miffions of the Eatt being Dead, they 
caft their kye upon P.Verjss to fiicceed nim , and he took this 
Employment as a Recompence of the Lots he thought he had 
fuftain’d by continuing in France. Thole Millions which then 
wanted Labourers in feveral Piaces, in a {hort time chang’d their 
Face. He made every where new © i: affmerss, and prov ided 


thofe new Churches with Minitiers. Hu {peaks here of thofe 
Dithculties he had to Combat, when they ‘bad under Confide- 
of 
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330 ihe Whosks of the Learnen; 
ration the fending of the 6 Firft Jefuits to China with the 

uality of His Majefty’s Mathematicians, He did not content 
himfelf with the ordinary means that fF) ace turnifh’d him with, 
to tranfmit Preachers into the Ivdies ; he {-atch’d to find out 
new Ways by way of Poland, Perfiaand the Kvd Sra. England, 
though at War with France, fometimes recvived into their Ships 
Miflionaries, that Father Verjus fent to the ucmoft Parts of the 
Earth. 


His great Age and Diftempers oblig’d him to difcharge him. 
felf of the Care of the Miflions fome Years betore his Death. 
Then he was wholly taken up with the Study of Perfe€tion. 
He fpent moft part of his Time in Prayer, Mortification, and 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures; atter he was thus prepar’d, 
he died almoft fuddenly, the 16th of May, 1706, in the 74th 
Year of his Age. 7 

We have of Father Verjus’s Writing, the Life of Meffre Mi- 
chel de Nobletz, publifh’d in 1666, by the Name of Abbot of 
St. Andrew, and rhe Life of S. Francis de Borgia, about which 
he took a great deal of Pains. He alfo publifh’d Books of 
very different kinds; but, our Author obferves, that he publifh’d 
them in a Conjun€ture when Duty and Friendfhip requir’d it of 
him. Among thofe Books we may reckon the Apology of the 
Cardinal de Furftemberg, when he was-taken up at Cologne, du- 
ting the Treaty of Peace; feveral French and Latin Manifefto’s 
for the Germaz Princes, againft the Pretenfions of the Court of 
Vienna, and fome other Writings of the fame Nature, which 
relates to the Intereft of France, and which he wrote for the 
benefit of the Count de Crecy. 
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Stoban. Facobi Waldfchmidii, Medic. Dofforis €° Profefforis Mor- 
purgenfis, Difputationes Medice varti argumenti, i.e. Se 
veral Difputations concerning Phyfick, by M. fi a/djchmid, 
Doétor of Phyfick, and Profeffor at Marpurg, in Otte. 
p. 768. 


HIS Book is a Colle&tion of Difcourfes on feveral Subjeéts 

of Phyfick : Thefe are 32 in number, under the following 
Titles. z.¢. The Cartefian Phyfician, the Cartefian Chirurgeor. 
the Aftrological Phyfician, of the Diftempers of Courtiers, of 
bleeding at the Nofe, of Angeleures, of Chylification, of San- 
guitication, of the Nature of Antidotes, of Treacle, of the ufe 
of Milk for Gouty People, of the Plague, of madnefS of the 
Epileply, of fpittng Blood, of Opium, of the Condu& to be 
follow’d by Men ot Study for preferving their Health, of Di- 
feafes of the Entrails, of Drunkennefs, of the Phtific, of the 
Malignant Dyfentery, of the Colick, of the Diopfie, of the 
Stone in the Reins, of the ufe of the Spleen, of the Gladula 
Pinealis, of tne Generation of Man by an Egg, of Monitrous 
Births, of the colour of the Ethiopians, of the Nature of Fe- 
vers, of Diftempers of the Head, of the Queeniey and Plurify, 
of the Phtific and Empyema, of Gold, of Silver, and of Cop- 
per, of the uf of Tea, of Mineral Waters, oi the Malignant 
Feaver, of the Scurvy, of the Paify, of the Nature of Purga- 
tives. Thofe Difcourfes are tollow’d with iome Letters on 
other Subjects of Pnytick. We cannot {peak of all, but fhall 
limit our Jelves to thofe of the Functions of the Spleen, and 
of the ule of ica. 


Our Author begins with the Anatomical Defcription of the 
Spleen, then he explains the ufe of this Entraii: The Spicen, 
fays ne, is defign’d to volatilile the Bivod, to hinder its Cougula. 
tion, to feparate Impurities irom it, and to maxes it more cupa- 
ble of fltrating it fely into the ciner Enerails. The groffett parts 
of the Blood are carried to the op cei, and wh. «hey come 
there they are rétined ; but wience is ic that thow grof$ parts 
go rather to the Spleen than elfCwaere? Our Avthor anfwers, 
that this is an eilect of the tubs io flatter. This reining of 
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32 Che (torks of the Learnen, 
the Blood by the Spleen, facilitates its Circulation, and is the 
caufe of Joy ; Upon which our Author quotes thofe Two com- 


mon Verfes. 


Cor ardet, Pulmo loquitur, fel commovet iras, 
Splen ridere factt, cogit amare jecur. 


i.e. Heat proceeds from the Heart, Speech from the Lungs, 
Anger from the Gall, Laughing from the Spleen, and Love from 
the Liver.. But how is it prov’d that the ufé of the Spleen is to 

eceive the grofs parts of the Blood ¢ Our Author proves it thus, 
When the Spleen is ftop’d and thicken’d by a vicious Matter, 
then the Ma{s of Blood which receives from the Spleen part of 
this Matter, contra€ts a grofs and melancholy intempératene’s, 
which the Symptoms that happen fufficiently fhew. Another 
Proof is, that all Medicins proper for the Spleen, are either 
volatile or proper to conquer thofe vicious Acids, 


Our. Author afterwards explains how the Spleen makes the 
Blood thin and volatilifes it. °Tisdone, fays he, by virtue of 
a ferment proper to it, of which the Animal Spirits are the beft 
part. We cannot doubt of this ferment, fays he, fince it be- 
comes vifible, when we caft a Spleen into Water. 


Ovr Author refutes: here Vaxbelemont’s-Qpinion, which is, 
that the ufe of the Spleen is to furnifh the Stomach by the Paf- 
fage call’d ves Breve, with an Acid ferment, which ferves for 
the Digeftion of Aliments, aud he fays upon this Subject, 
what's ufually faid in Schools, raifes fome Objeftions by way 
of Syllogifmm, and anfwers them alfo in form. 


The Difcourfe on Tea is not fo Scholaftical, he begins with 
Preambles which we pafS by that we may come to the matter 


of Fact. 


Wine and Beer, fays our Author, haften old Age, Thef 
Liquors grow Sower when long kept, which fhews their ill 
quality ; whereas the Water-of Tea will keep as long as you 
pleafe without ipoiling.. Tea, fays he, isa Defence againft the 
Enemics of Health ; *tis the Univerfal Medicine which has been 


fe long {earched-fer, It gives at-firft-a good Prefage of its Ver. 
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tues by the eficct it produceth on our Teeth; for ft fixes them 
when they are loofe, and whitens them when they are black 
which fhews that ’tis an Enemy to the Scorbutick Acid, from 
whence moft Diftempers come. As foon as it enters the Sto- 
mach, it fo well corretts the vicious Acid Humour of it, that 
there are no Chronical Diftempers which it does not pluck up 
by the Roots. It helps Concottion, opens the Pores, excites 
the Appetite, perfects the Cnyle, takes away all Naufeoufnefa, 
and is good -agzinft all Diltempers which proceed trom Reple- 
tion, it tweetens the Acid of the Pancreas, difpells Wind, dif 
folves flimy Matter, and is a prefent eafe.in Colicks, facilicares 
the Entry of the Chyleinto the Milky Veins, increafes the Balf}- 
mick Virtue of it, and keeps it trom cougulacing. This laf 
eff contributes very much to Health, for when the Chyle is 
kept fluid, the Blood torm’d of it circulates the more eafily. 
If we doubt that Tea hinders the Chyle trom coagulating, we 
need only confider the citeét it bas upon Milk, for it hinders it 
from crudling, caft what Acids into it you will. . Tis impoffible, 
fays our Author, that the Obitru€tions of the Hypocondria, and 
the Diftempers which proceed trom it, can wirhttand the Vir- 
tue of this Healthful Herb! O admirable Virree of Tea, fays 
our Author! O precious Treafure of Lite! Arabians, boalt as 
much of your Ccfice as you pleafe; Americans, boalt of your 
Chocolat; and you Lurks, of your Maflah; tor my part, f 
wiil ever boaft of Tea; that Healthtul Drink which is as 
much above other Liquors as the Cyprefs-Tree is above 
Shrubs. 


Tea, continues our Author, produces the fame I fic&ts as the 
exercife of the Body, with this difference; that Exercife Fa- 
tigues and wearies one, whereas Tea atts without cauting any 
Pain: Ic frequently happens that the Blood, as it paflts into 
the Lungs, leaves fome grofs parts behind which top them up 
and hinder Reipiration. Tea is a ready help-on this oceztion. 
Thofe that are troubled with Patil find ic contributes allo very 
much to their Health, but they muit Diink Tea with Milk, the 
berter-to fweeten the fharpneis of their Blood. Ailrhe Diftem-. 
xers of the Brain are cured by Tes, as Yertizoes, the Falling. 
SicknefS, Apoplexy, Catharres. Tea dess the fame thing in 
the Head that the Sun does in the World; ir’ dilitpares Clouds, 
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dull Spirie and weah Memory ? have recourfe to Tea, fays our 
Author, it will awake all the Faculties of your Soul. There. 
fore the Chixefe boatt of their being the moft ingenious of al} 
People, and of having Two Eyes, whit the Europeans haye 
but one, and oiher Nations have none at all. 


Tea provokes Urine, and, becaufe of this Evacuation, hin. 
ders Drunkenets. ‘ea is alfo good againft the Gour, for this 
Diftemper comes from Blood that is too Crude, whofe Seriofiry, 
for want of futiicient Conco€tion, is feparated from the reft of 
the MafS, and calt upon the Joints. Tea remedies this Defé, 
becaufe it repairs the {catter’d Spirits ; the diflipation of which 
occafions the Crudity of the Blood. 


Another Virtue of Tea is, that it cures Feavers, efpecially 
Inrermitting Feavers, which come from the obftruttion of the 
Pancreas, trom whence the Humours that have contracted much 
Acidity, overflow in the Entrails, aiid from thence infinuate 
themfelves by way of the Chyle into the Blood. Tea drank 2n 
Hour or Two before the Fic of a Feaver, removcs thofe Ob. 
ftruétions and corre€ts thofe Acids. As to coniinued Feaveis, 
our Author fays, he has not yet found by Experience raat Tea js 
as good againit this as other Feavers; but, he maiatuins, thac 
if we confider the Diaphoretick Virtueof Tea. we cannor deny 
but it may be of very great ule againft all Feavers. 


Tis demanded here if Tea mikes Women Barren, as fone 
Phyficians pretend; he anfwers chat thisis an Firor, teeing in 
China, Women who drink it every Day, are very vruitful. Cnr 
Author adds, That the Phyficions who fpread this Report, do 
it rather for their Purfe thin the good of Maskind. They are 
afraid, fays he, that Tea would preferve Men too long in 
Health, and fo having few Patients, the Profeflion of Phyfick 
would not be gaintul enough. 


Hadriar 








kale AS 


a 


xine Sree 


er Cee 
Sag 


Ros 
Fay 


ss it RE SR DR, ah 


a i 
* 

i 
. 
BS 


for Furie, 1708, 335° 





i 








Hadriani Reland: Differtationum Mifcellanearam Pars Altera, i.e. 
The Second Part of Mr. Kelands’s Mifcellany Diffrtacions ut 
Utrecht, 1707. in 8°. p. 324. 


jE gave an Account of the Firft Part of Mr. Re/and’s 
Differtations in O@ober 1706. This Second Part con- 

tains Three Diflertations, 1. The Firlt treats of the 
Samaritans, Though there has been a great deal writ upon that 
Subject already, yet Mr. Relond ftill finds fome gleanings that 
he thinks worthy the Curiofity of the Learned To reconcile 
the different Opinions of Writers concerning the Samaritans, 
he carefully diftinguifhes the Times. The firft Period is that 
from the Rite of this Seét, vzz. When the King of Affyria fent 
new Inhabitants to Samaria till the Captivity of the Fews to 
Babylon, during which, we cannot doubt that the Samari- 
tans were Idolaters, fince the Scripture fays plainly they 


were {0. 


The Second Period commences at the building of the Tem- 
ple upon Mount Gerizim, and when Manafjes, Brother to Iddo 
or Simeon the Juft, was High Prieft in Ferufalem. At that 
time many left the Fewi/h and embraced the Sauritan Religion, 
many Priefts and others being then engag’d in unlawful Mar- 
siages, °Tis probable at that time the Samaritizs mide ufe of 
the Maxims and Ceremonies of the Zews, and having aban- 
don’d their Idolatry, they worfhipped the true God only. The 
Intereft of Manaffes and Sanballat reqair’d that they thould 
draw many Fews over to their Party, which they could not 
have done had they continued in Idolatry, from which the 

deavours to 


Fews had then fo great an Averlion. Our Author endeas 


’ 


prove this trom the Authority of ‘Fofepbus, who fays thir the 
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Samaritans obf{erved the Sabatical Year. Now ’tis not probable 
that they who were Religious Obfervers of this Command- 
tha exrne hinin ot 


ment of Mofes, negle€ted that which order’d the wosthiping « 
God alone. ; 
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The fime Hiftorian fays, That Ptolomy, King of Foyny. 
brought fome Samaritans to his Couutry, and that thete were 
continual Difputes between them and the Feyptian Fews about 
their Religion, but thofe Difputes were only about the Place of 
Divine Worfhip, and not about Idolatry, which fhews thar the 
Samaritans were not then Idolaters. Tis true the Fews accufed 
them of Idolatry about the time of the Dettruftion of the Se. 
cond Temple; but the RKeafons which they alledged for their 
Accufations, -(hew, them to be falfe, as our Author proves, 
Maimonides gives them this Tcftimony, that they were not 
Idolsters. | 


~The Third Pericd commences at the time when the Sumyapi. 

rans tecame fubjeét to the Alahcmetans, and scaches to this pre- 

fent Ume. Our Avthor thinks that the Comme.ce ihey have 
i 


had with the Difciples of Alebomer has occafion’d ic me charge 
in their Rites and Religion. To this we mufi refer: {' me Fx. 
pieflicns in the Samaritan Liturgies, and certain Fabulous Tra- 
ditions concerning Nebachedrezar, Alexander, Fc. Our Author 
looks upon thefe things as Calumnies that are publift’d concern- 
ing the Sacrifices, the Samaritans, ofter’d in Honour ot Fephrhal’s 
Daughter, to their God Afmas, of the Three Leticss prin, 
which are faid to be wanting in thelr Alphabet; of Circum- 
cifion, celebrated in the Name of a Pigeon, They are not at 
prefent free from the Calumnies of their Enemies. Tie Auho- 
smetans accufe them of making Ged Corporeal. 


‘After the Difcuflion of the Opinions of the Samaritans, our 
Author fpeaks of a Swauritan Chronicle which has never been 
publifh’d, and is now in his Hands. °Tis not known who is the 
Author of it- He thinks tis the Work of feveral Perfons, which 
was colle€ted into one Volume in the Third Century. Ir begins 
with the Hillory of Fofbze. Our Author thinks twas the Sz- 
maritan Dofitheus, cotexiporary, with Simon the Magician, who 
compofed all that concerns 7ofhua; and, perhaps, alfo the Hi- 
ftory of fome tcllowing Countrics. He takes what he fays from 
Tradition, and has alfu added feveral things of his own Inven- 
tion. The other Chapters have been added to it at féveral 
times. This Hiftory was fent to ‘Fofeph Scaliger, by the Sa- 


maritans, 


After 
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After his Death the Copy was put into the Library of Lersden, 

fc was from this Cony thac Gols made his to be writ, or 

wrote ithimfelf. °Tis thar which Mr. Relend his in poffefiion, 

there are feveral Correftions of Ge/tzs’s own Writing, and fome 

fhort Notes in the Margin. Our Author makes ufe ot this Chro- 

nicle in the reft of his Difizrtation, to explain feveral things 

which concern the Samaritans. We fhali take Notice here ot 
{ome of his Remarks. 


Our Author was of Opinion with many other Learned Men, 
that the Sumaritans believ’d the Exiftence of Angels. Buta 
Paflage of the Chronicle, which we have juft now mention’d, oblie 
ged him to change his Opinion. We may fee it in our Author. He 
concludes from it, that by Angels the Semartans underftand 
either the Power of God, which is not diftin@t from God him- 
felf, or his Will, which they improperly call the Commandment 
or Order. Tis true they {peak fomcetimes of Angels, they fay 
that an Angel was fent to Ba/aam but though they retain’d the 
Name Angel, they denied the thing, becaufe they do not under- 
ftand by this Word what we commonly underftand by it. They 
{peak alfo of avery great Angel, by whom they underftand 
the Mefiias. 


The Samaritans deny the Refurre&tion of the Dead; they 
have the fame Scruple that the Fews have in pronouncing 
the Name Febovah, inftead of which they read that of yyy, 
which fignities fimply the Name. They obferve the Sabbath, 
but Kindle no Fire on that Day. They keep alfo the Sabbatical 
Year. They own but 6 Cities of Refuge, which is alfo our Au- 
thor’s Opinion, whereas the ews hold, that the 48 Cities 
affign’d to the Levites were Places of Refuge. It appears from 
this Chronicle that there’s no Crime more hatetul to the Sama- 
ritans than Idolatry, though the Fews accufed them of it. We 
have feen before how this may be underftood. Our Author al- 
ledges 4 Reafons which gave ground to the Accufation. He 
thinks alfo, that it was not Idolatry with which our Saviour 
charged the Samaritans, when he told them, Ye Worfhip ye know 
not what. They call themfelves the Children of Ifrae/, and fay, 
se they are defcended from Fofeph,' whom they call the 

uft. 
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As the Samaritans seceive only the Pentat-uch, they fpeak 
very ill of the Prophets of the Old Tettamenc, tor inttance, 
they fay in this Chronicle. that Sumue/ was of the Tribe of 
Aaron, a Levite, a Magician, and an Unbehever. There is 
much Affinity between their Opinions and thote of the Frws, 
called Karaites, as our Author fhews. 2. His Second D flerta- 
tion contains by way of Alphabet the Remains of tue ancient 
Language of the Perjians, We touft nox think that his Kemurks 
relate only to Curiofity, for teveral ot them ferve tu explain 
fome Paffages of Authors, and to refute others. in fhort, there 
is abundance of Learning, both Sacred and Profane, through 
the wholes but it would be-trouvlefome to give Inftances, with- 
out filling up this Exera&t with Greek Words and others, which 
would pleafe but few Readers. We fhall take notice of one of 
them, which we hope will not be fubje€t to that Inconve- 
niency. 


As to the Word Sic/us, which we have tranflated Sheke/ in 
the Seriprure; our Author obferves, that according to Hezychim, 
it was the Name of a Piece of Money among the Perfiazs. 
Salmaftusfaysitisan Hebrew Word. Tis true however that the 
Perfians made ufe ot Shekels when they poflefs’d themfelves of 
Chaldea, The Babylonian Shekel was much lefs than the He- 
brew Shekel, and weighed only 8 Aztick Oboli. This, without 
doubt, fays our Author, isthe Sheckel mentioned 2.Sam. 14, 26. 


When ’tis faid that Ab/alom’s Hair weighed 200 Shekels after 


the King’s Weight. By this King, fays he, we muft underitand 
the King of Babylon, to whom the Fews were fubje€&t, when 
the Books of Samuel and the King’s were writ. Thus Ad/a- 
lom’s Hair weighed but about 31 Ounces, which is confiderable 
enough, but much lefs than the Hebrew Shekels; which ac- 
cording to St. Ferome, weighed each an Ounce: Therefore if 
we take it for the Hebrew Shekels, ’tis impoffible to conceive 
that any Man could have fo great a quantity of Hair. Some 
Interpreters thought the Sacred Text was corrupted in this 
Place. Bochari’s Two Letters upon this Queftion may be con- 
{ulted, or the Extra&t Mr. Bernard gave of them: in the Bib/io- 
iheque Univerfelle, and his’ Conjeture, which leffen’d the 
Weight of Ad/jalom’s Hair one half. 


3. The 
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3. The Third and laft Differcation of this Volume, gives a 
Lift of the Perfian Words in the Talmud. This may ferve to 
confirm what our Author endeavours to eftablifh in his Lnausu. 
ral Oration, when he was called to be Proféffor of the Orien- 
tal Languages and Sacred Antiquities in the Univertity of 
Utrecht. He undertakes to (hew that the Study of the Pexfan 


Language is very ufeful, not only tor underftanding the Holy 
Scriptures, bue alfo for underftanding Greek and Latin Av 
thors, and even the Talmud. The preceeding Differtation has 
cleared what he advanced as to Latiz Athors, and this fait 
proves itas to the Talmud. We are not to wonder that we find 
fo many Perfizn Words in the Fewi/h Writings, for fince they 
were long, and fo many times fubje&t to the Per/Zan Empire, 
they were no doubt oblig’d to learn their Language, and forget. 
ting the ufe and Purity of the Hebrevw Tongue, were forced to 
borrow. fome Greek, Latin, Arabian, and Perfiin Words, to 
exprefs their Meaning, though thofe very Words which ther 
berrowed from thofe Languages were Original Hebrew, but in 
procefs of tims they came to be ignorant of their Original. 





Hadriani Relandi, Differtationum Mifcellanearum, Pars Tertia 
€F Ultima, i.e. The Third and laft Part of Mr. Re/and’s 
Mifcellany Differtations. At Usrecht 1708. in Twelves, 
Page 250. 

HIS Volume contains Four Differtations. The Firft is the 
Military Laws of the Mahomerans, when they make War 

againft Chriftians, and other Enemies of their Religion; i.e, 

The Laws which thofe Infidels think they ought to obferve in this 

kind of War. One Reafon which oblig’d Mr. Re/and to treat of 

this Subject was, that not long fince he found a Manufcript 


. wherein ‘tis treated of in good order, according to the Izdian and 


Perfian Lawyers, col’e&ted from a great number of other Wri- 
ters, Mr. Re/and oblerves Firlt, that when Mebomet gave him- 
felf out for a Prophet, he commanded no War, but on the con- 
trary diflwaded from it, and he himfelf’ lov’d rather to Alze than 
to sefilt, and exhorted his Followers to futt-r Injuries patiently, 
according to che Cuftom of the — But when he became 
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more mighty a drici', *e feigned that God had reveal’d to him 
th: be tuft defend himfelf agaioit the ungodiy , and growing 
ftilk more powertul, he declared that God gave him lesve to 
make War upon his Enemies on all Oceafions, except in the Two 
frit and Two laft Months of the Year. At laft he declared, 
thar ic was lawful to make War-in thofe 4 Months alfo, upon 
thofe who did not own the Holinefs of them. ‘Phis fhews, that 
though Mahomet-was not a good Man, he wanted not Wir. I 
mutt Copy the whole Differtaiion, fhould J relate all the Laws 
that this falfe Prophet made with refpe&t to Infidels. Theretore 
I fhall content my fclf with taking Notice only of fome of 
them. He allows none of thofe he calls Infidels to enter the 
Perritory of Mecca, which is limited to a certain diftance all 
round that Town, on any Pretext-whatioever. 


He does not allow them to kill-the Wives of Infidels, nor 
their Children, Fools, or Hermaphrodites, though they have 
affificd his Enemies : But there are others who allow it, if they 
have affifted the Enemy, or if the Vi€tory cannot be obtained. 
otherwife. 


The Mabhometans are forbid to flee in Battle, unlefS the Ene- 
my’s be double their Number, yet they are pe:mitted to flee by 
way of Stratagem, or for other Reafons. They are forbid to 
ruin the Enemy’s Fortreffcs or Houfes, to bring in Water into 
their Ditches, made of Mud or Clay, or to throw Fireworks 
again{t them to burn their Houfes and Trees, efpecially thofe 
which bear Dates, unlefS they cannot conquer the Enemy any 
other way; but the Alzhometans allow all this to get the Vikto- 
ry. As to Prifoners,.the Women they take are made Slaves, 
though they be not taken in Battle. Tis the fame with all rhofe 
that are under the Age of Puberty. They. are immediately to 
kilithe Men taken in the Field, unlefs they turn Mahometans. 
They have feveral Rules about dividing the Prey they take from 
the Enemy, the reading of which is tedious; one of the mott 
remarkable of them is this; If the Mubometans take the Gof. 
pel from Chriftians, or the Books of Mofes, they are not al- 
low’d to keep them, unlefs all the Pages he blotted our with 
a black Colour, or the Letters wafh’d out, it writ on Vellum. 
Bur they mu{t not burn them on any Account whatever, .becaufe 
tne Nantes of Ged are writin them, They are allowed to keep 

Books 
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Books from which they may reap any Advantage, as Books of 
Phyfick, Mathematicks, Hiltory, Philology, and Poetry. 


A Mahometan Prince may make Truce with Infidels for a cer- 
tain time, but he muft not conclude a perpetual Peace with 


them. They may make Truce it they be not in a Condition to 


overcome or beat the Enemy, or if they cannot prevail with 
them to embrace Mabometi/m or pay Tribute. Some fay the 
Truce may be for Four Months, others for a Year, others for 
Ten, and others make the Prince Matter of the Time. 


2. The Second Differtation treats of the Languages of fome 
Hands of the Eaft. The Principal Tongue, and which is us’d 
in moft part of thofe Ifles, is the. Ma/aife Language. The 
Learned may compare them: with thofe of other Languages, to 
difcover their true Original. As to other Languages, he gives 
the Charafters of the Letters which the Iflanders ufe, and a 
Catalogue of the moft common Words, that they may be com- 
pared with other Languages, in order to difcover the Ovigine of 
thofe Nations, which. make ufe of thofe Languages. One may 
alio by means of thofe Words corre&t the Numes of feveral Ri- 
vers and Cirics, ufualiy not well writ in Maps, becauf: the Au- 
thors knew not thofe Languages. We have here the Letters 
and moft common Words of the Language ot the Inhabitants of 
the [fle of Ceylon, commonly taken tor the Tuprobane of the 
Ancienis; and Mr. Re/and gives us at the fame time a Map of 
this Ile. The Ma/abar Language is alfo in. ule incre, becaute the 
Malabars poflefs a great part of it. We haveaa Account trom 
our Author what this Language is, and wherein it ditkers from 
the Ma/aife, with which fome confound ir, becaufe the Words 
Malabar and. Malais; or the Country of Malacca are like one 
another. Mr. d’Herbe/ot, though otherwife very Learned in the 
Baltern Languages, is mittaken here. 


Thofe of Fava write from the left Hand to the Right,.as 
the Europeans, and thole of the Tile of Coylon, and nave an 
Alpbabet ot 20 Conionants, which, as to their Sound, agree. 
with the. Letrers of the Madaife Language, Bat thefe, Peuple 
fo.join the Vowels with the Confoaunts, that one wouls iake 
them for one and the fame Leer. Sometimes they nut the 
Vowels bsfore them, Thote of Zrve do likewtle ule the Ala 
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laife Letters) but chiefly in their Coin. In the Favanefe Lar. 
guage Cara fignifies a Stone Wall, aud in the Mal/efg Language a 
Fortre{s, or Fortified City, from thence came the Words Paes. 
cate, Capocate, which are the Names of Towns. The Word 
Kidol fignifies the South, or“a Southern Country. © Lentebido! 
fignifes tne South Sea: Thence itis that in fome Maps we find 
the Sea of Laatchidol, which ought to. be called the South 


tay 
/ wee 


The Language of Fapan has much Affinity with that of 
China, and is confequently as hard to be learn’d. This Difficulty 
depends chiefly on two Things: The firft, that one and the fame 
Word, compofed. of two Letters only, tor inftance, the: Word 
Ko is pronounced 10 different ways, and according to thofé dif- 
ferent ways Of pronounciation, has fo many various Signitic:- 
tions. The fecond is this, that properly ipeaking, this an- 
euce has not an Alphabet, that is to fay, different Letters ; 
which, being joined together, make Words ; but every Word is 
marked by a Figure or particular Stroke, | If Writing were only 
of Humane Invention, and had only one .Origine, one would 
think that the Chinefe way of writing is the oldeft of all. Fo 
tis much mose eafly to invent fingle Figures, which reprefent 
all at once one Word, or one thing, than to invent all thots 
difierent Figures we call Letters, which doall of themconcur to 


+ 7 


‘the Formation ot one fingle Word. But fuppofing that the Art 


of Writing is owing ro the Invention of Men, we muft allow 
that fome People were:more ingenious than others; and having 
all invented the fame Art without any dependence upon one ano- 
ther, they have not all brought it to equal Perfeftion. It may 
alfo be, that thefe Arts being at the beginning very imperfect 
among all thofe People, fome did apply themfelves afterwards 


~-to bring it to more perfection than others. 


Further, though other Nations have the fame Cara€ters with 
the Chinefe, yet they pronounce them after. a quite different 
manner; fo that they may well enough underitand one anothers 


Books, though they cannot underitand one another’s Speech 


jult the fame as with the Arabian Carafters, by which we ufe 
to mark Numbers, and are under{tood by all the People of Ev. 
rope: For inftance, if we write thefe Two Cara€ters 10, all 
the Europeans underftand their Value; but the Fyvench er 
Tea 
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read them Dix, the Flemih Tien, and the Italians Die- 
ci, &ey 


Tis probable the Firft Cara€ters of the Chinefe were great 
Figures, by which they reprefented Corporeal Things which 
may be painied, as thofe of Mexico do ftill: But afterwards to 
fave the Trouble of Painting tnofe Figures, they thought it 
enough to mark the greateft and plaineft Strokes, as is ftill 
evident in the Cara€ters, which in Aftrology fignily the Sun, 


Moon, &c. 


Our Author {peaks afterwards of the Language of the Ifles of 
Salomon, of Cocos and New Guinee, which have a plain Affinity 
with the Ma/arfe Language, and that of the [fle ot Mofes. 


3. The Thid Differtation treats of the Language of Ameri- 
ca. At would be neceffary to have fomething very exa& 
vpon this Subjeét, fince it might perhaps be of ufé to find out 
the truc Original of the Americans, and perfectly flop the Mouths 
of the incredulous, who fay that all Men did not defcend 
from Adam and Eve. Our Author makes feveral very Judicious 
Remarks upon this Subject, which fhew that he is a good Lo- 
gician, He is not like thofe Pe ple, who Proud of their own 
particular Studies, referr all other Sciences to them, what 
Knowledge foever he had of the Oriental Languages ; he does 
no: fuffer himfelf to be impofed, upon by any flight Similirude ; 
to conclude at firft, as fome have done, that this Language has 
its Osigiral trom the Hebrew, or tome fuch orher Language. He 
lays down Kules upon this SubjeCt which are very uieful. For 
inttance, we cannot fay. that teveral Languages have the fame 
Original, becaufe. the Names which figatfy certain Animals, 
or the found of their Words, nave fome t-!ation to one another, 
becaufe in all thefe Languages, the Name of thofe Animals or 
their Sound, has been taken from the Jame Suurd. He fays 
that the Languages of the americans have no Relation to 
prove that they were derived trom the Hedrem. There may be 
a Conformity between fome Words by mecr chance, fo thar we 
rouft not roo haftily draw Confequences from fuch a Conform? 
ty, but mutt feek for it in common Words, as thoie of Numbess, 
the Sun, Moon, the Barth, Eatieg and Drinking, 7 


Since. 
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Since we cannot doubt chat the Americans pafsd from our 
Continent to their own; it may be demanded from whence 
comes that prodigious difference which is between their Lan- 
guages and all thole of the ancient World. Our Author al- 
ledges feveral Keafons for this, the chief of which is, in my 
Opinion, that thofe Languages were at firit preferved only by ufe, 
not by Writing, which is, without doubr, the beft way to fix 
them, becaufe of the Changes which may continually happen 
in the pronounciation. He thinks if the American Languages 
deriv’d their Original from that of the antient World, it was ra- 
ther the Languages, of Affa than thole of Europe. He thews 
how Men might pafs into America. 


This New: part of the World may be united to Afia or Europe 
hy the North. There are befides feveral inhabited Ifles that lie 
between Afra and America, fo that Men might have gone from 
the one to the other. If there be feveral Ifles betwixt New 
Guinnce and America, as Geographers fay, and fome of 
them are really difcoved, Men might have gone to Ame- 
vica that way; and, if they did not go thiiner willingly, 
they might have been driven thither by Fempeft. Mr. Berzurd 
fays, we have Reafon to fuppofe, that fome Countries which 
appear now divided by the Sea, either were not fo much {2 para- 
ted formerly as now, or not at all. We know that Earthquakes 
or other Accidents may caufe very great Changes on the Surtace 
of of our Globe. In fhort, we may alledge a great-number of 


probable ways by which America might be Inhabited ; and In- - 
fidels are unjuft to require any more, upon a Subje&t of which | 


no Monuments are left us. If it were fure that there are Men 


think that thefe Men are the Pofterity of Adam, and went from 


the Earth to that Planet, becaufe we cannot conceive how fuch » 
a Paffage is poffible, or think of any wav how to effe&tir. But: 


to fay that America was formerly Peopled by fuch means as 
are now ufed every Day, though more commodioufly, to people 
uninhabited Countries, is to advance nothing but what's 
plaufible ; with which every reafonable Man ought to be 
fatished. ) 


How- 


in any Planet, we fhould without doubt be in the wrong to. 
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However. that be, if Men went from the old World intro 
America, it. muft either have been before they found out the 
Art.of, Writing, or that thofe who went thither wereignorant of 
it, or had forgot it, which is hard to conceive, for no People 
have been hitherto found in America who could write. 


. In. Gomara there is a, xertarkable Paffage on this Subject. A 

Spaniard gave an American. Slave 12 Roaited,-Rabbets to carry 
to.a Friend: He. fent. them roa{ted left they fheuld be tpviled 
by the Heat. .The Slave being famifh’d with Hunger by the way 
did eat Three of them, and deliver’d only 9. His Fricnd fene 
him back with a Letter of Thanks. The Slave at his Return be- 
ing ask’d by his Mafter. how, many: Rabbets he had given, he an- 
{wer’d: Twelve : But his Mafter told. him.he underftood by the 
Letter from his Friend, that he had deliver’d but 9: The Slave 
confefs’d the Truth, and at the fame time warn’d his Country- 
men to beware of, thofe Papers, fir they: were Tell-Tales. 
However ‘the Americans had Characters initead of Letters to 
preferve the Memory of things that they would not have for- 
got... Our-Author runs through America from South to North, 
and {peaks of all the Languages there, that are known to us. 
He gives a Catalogue of fome of the moft common Words, 
that the Learned may make their own Conjectures upon them. 


I fuppofe, fays Mr. Bernard, the Printer has forgot a Nega- 
tive, pag. 193: 4.9 or 7, where, {peaking of the Language of 
Perou, he has thefe Words, Ceterum eft bec Lingua drves ver- 
borum, fic ut una voce fepe tria & plura diverfa fignificare co- 
gantur, uti Ulapa, quod notat, tonitru, tulmen, & fulgur, 7. ¢. 
But this Language is rich in Words, 1 think, fays Mr. Bernard, 
he ought.to have-faid it,.zs.zot rich .in-Words,.becaufe they are 
often conftrained to Name 3 or more feveral things by one 
Word, as the Word Idapa, which fignifies Thunder, a Thunder- 
bolt and Lightning. 


The Language of the Caribes has fomething very fingular, vez. 
That the Men and Women exprefs the fame things by different 
~ Terms ; fo that to hear a Man and a Woman fpeak there of the 

vUhings, we would think they fpoke different Languages. 
The Reafon he gives for it is, that the Avowagues, who former- 


hy inhabited the Azzil/es, were chas’d from it by the Foreign 
Uu Caribes, 
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Caribes, who martied the Wives of the Arouagues. The 
taught their Daughters their own Language. This he pfoves by 
the Conformity there is between the Language of the Caribes 
Women and that of the Arouagues, who {till inhabit the Con. 
tinent of America. | : 


There is a great ‘number of different Languages in Mextco, 
but whether they be indeed different Idioms, or only different 
Diale&ts of the fame Language, our Author does not determine, 
Tis faid, that in the Bithoprick of Gwaxaca, they fpeak 13 dif. 


ferent Languages. 


Some Learned Men think the Americans ‘came Originally from 
land or Norway ; and, that we may judge the better of it, our 
Author gives us fome Words of the I[fland Language ; and if 
we may make a Judgment by fome Words of it, (fays Mr. Ber. 
nard) one would fuppofe that it either derives its Original from 
the German, or the German from it. 3 : 

The laft Differtation treats of fome Agates, upon which 
there are Infcriptions in Arabick; thefe are for the moft part 
Paflages of the A/coran. There is one of them which con 
tains a very good Defcription of the Divine Perfe&tions. 
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Fohannis Buxtorfui Profeff. Bafilienfis —Yiap 75D five Care. 
Leila Philologico Theologica. . Accedant Mantijfe loco, Virorum 
_ celeberrimoram Cafauboni, Heinfii, Uferiu, Waltoni, Schickar- 
: di, ahorumque Epiftole ad. Foannem Buxtorfium pairem & fi. 
lium, nunc: primum in lucemedita, i.e. Sele& Obfervations, 
Philological and Theological. By Fobn Buxtorf, Profeffor at 
Bafle: To which is added fome Letters from Cau/2ubon, 
_Heinfius, Archbifhop Ufher, Walton, Shickard, and other 
Great Men, to Buxtorf, the Father and Son. At Bafle, 1707. 


in 8°. p. 490. 


Hefe Obfervations are in number 279. They have no Co. 
herence one with another ; Some relate to Places of Scrip- 
ture hard to. be explained ; others run upon little Niceties of 
Grammar ; and fome treat of certain particular Cuftoms of the 
ews, or of their Opinions: There are alfo fome of them in 
which our Author {peaks of his own Family. Thofe of which 
we fhall give an Extraét, may fuffice to give an Idea of the Na- 
ture of the Work. 


Remark 15. °Tis not known what the Sign was that God 
made ufe of to diftinguifh Caiz that none might kill him. 
There are fome of the Fews who fay, that it was a Caraéter 
that.God impref7'd on his Forehead. Some alledge, it wasa 
Dog that run every where before him. According to others it 
was a Horn, which grew fuddenly out of his Head, or a horri- 
ble Deformity in all his Features: Orhers fay it was an univer- 
fal fhaking of his Members. Mr. Busxtorf is inclin’d to think 
that the Sign was nothing but the Order which God gave other 
Men to {pare Caz. 

“Remark 16. When a Few is dangeroufly Sick, in the heighth 
of ‘his Diftemper, he takes a new Name, which he changes no 
more.’ The Rabbins reckon this change of Name among the 
Signs of erue Converfion, which ‘makes the Sinner a new Man. 
Let the Penttent' cry unto Ged; fay they, give Alms, foun the oc- 
cafions of Sin, change bis Name, as if he would fay, I am not the 
Mdn that bas done fo mary ‘wicked Adions, &e. Tis probable, 
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{ays Mr. Buxtorf, that St. Paw/ had an Eye to that Cuftom 
when at changing his Religion, he parted with his Name of 
Saul. : ice ae ee 

Remark 37. Thofe who have honoured the Rabby Maimonides 
with the Encomium which Pliny gave to Diodorus of Sicily, 
when he faid, That he was the Firfl-of bis Nation who bad ceasd 
to write. triflingly, have certainly riot confider'’d ‘all the Opinions 
that he advances in*his DIDI3] AW tor mnftance, “he aflerts 
that Fornication was lawfut before:the Law; ‘and thatthe Re- 
ward which was’ then given to a. Lew’d Woman, reprefents the 
Dowry that is now given to a Lawful Wife. 

Remark 72. Many pk cet ec Untruths pafs for Cer. 
tainties, Bertius, in his Ditcdarles ‘upon the'Life of ‘Arminiys, 
fays buidly, that Armuintas aflilting at Bafle in the publick Difpu. 
rations, Gryveus, who prefided there, had Recourfe to him whea 
any confiderable Difficalty offer’d ; and faid, Let my Hollander 
anfwer in my Place.  Bertius adds, that as Arminius was going 
to Geneva, they would have confer’d upon him the-Degtee of a 
Doétor, at the Expence of the Publick, which hé modeftly re- 
fufed. This is alfo atcefted by Meurfius in his’Athene Holtan- 
doife. Sebuftian Beckius, our Author’s Grand Father by the Mo- 
ther’s fide, having one Day ask’d -at: Geynews if all.that wag 
true, he affur’d them that there was nothing more fal{e: That he 
never applied himfelf to Arminius to refolve any Difficulty, and 
thar the Degree of Doftor was never offer’'d’him. > 


Remark 77. "Tis commonly believ’d ‘that I/aias was fawed 
alive by order of King Mazaffes; but this is only a Fable inven- 
ted by the Yews, who fay, that this Prophet being purfied by 
Manaff:s, a Cedar Tree open’d, receiv’d him into its Trunk, 
and was join’d together agajn; and that.the Tyrant was fo far 
from being touch’d with {0 great a Miracle, that he‘cauts’d' the 
Tree to be, fawed afunder with the Prophet init. I/azab‘died, 
fays Mr. Buxtorf, when Manaffes began to Reign, 


Remark 87. King Joram seceiv’d a Letter from Exes, fome 
Years after he was taken ap to Heaven, » Several sem Authors 
fay, that this Letter came really from. Heaven, an add, that 
Elias {pends his time;there without Intermiffion,, ia, compofing, 
an Univerfal Chronology... But Kimchi is more.reafonable than 
thole Kabdies; and fays, that Elias having forefeen. the Impie- 
ties of Sram, direQed this Letter before his Departure, and 

‘charged 
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charged another Prophet to give it him at fuch a Time ani 
Place, as if it came from Heaven. 

Remark 99. When the Rabbies meet: any Difficulties, they 
folve them by Fictions. Here follows one of R. Salomon Farcht 
whom the ‘Fews call, The Prince of Commentators, and ibe 
Great Light. The Scripture fays, That when Abraham came in. 
to Egypt, the Egyptians perceived bis Wife was Fuir. There was 
none but: Abrabam who arriv’d, fays Farchi, and Sarah by Cone 
fequence, of .whom.no mention is made, was fhut up in a Coffer. 
"Tis true the. Fext affures us that the Egyptians faw her, but 
we moft underftand it of the Ezytians of the Cuftom-Houfe, 
who open’d the Coffer. | | 

Remark 113. Women conimonly -bear. the Titles of their 
Husbands. That is no new Fafhion, fays Mr. Buxtorf; for the 
Primitive Chriftians call’d a Prieft’s Wite, *PrieftefS, &7c. and if 
we carry the thing higher, we fhall find-that the Prophet I/arah’s 
Wife had the Title of PropherefS, becaufe of her Husbands be- - . 
ing a Prophet; but as for Hu/de, Debora, and Miriam the: 
Sifter of Mo/és, they were honoured with that. Name becaufe 
they did Prophefy. 

Remark 121. Tis uncertain whether David’s ruddy Colour, > 
1-Kings, 16. relates to his Complexiun, or to his Hair. Thofe: 
who give this latrer Senfe to the Text, fay, that Red Hair was: 
the moft-beautiful, but our Author is not of their Opinion : 
Beauritul.Nzirs, according to the Scripture, fays he, are White.. 
Our Gloritigd Saviour bad Hair White -as- Wooll and Snow, : 
when he appear’d to St. Fobx. Apoc. 1. from whence he con- 
cludes, that we mult keep to the frit Senfe. 

Remark 129. There is in the Library of the -Prince of Ba- 
den, aiyery valuacle Manufcript Hebrew Bible, which the Em- 
peror Mrkimi/ian tormerly prefeatel to Reachlinw» He who 
wrote it, gave -himfelf this Teftinnony at the clofe of it. ‘ The 
‘Weiter has difcharged his Duty with very mach exi€tnefs 
‘and Gourage, no Evil fhall befall him neither at-prefenc nor 
‘ afterwards, till an Afi climb.upa Ladder { Febsds, che 
* Son of Rebbin Solomon, have finiffYd this Bible, praifed be 
© God, who dyellsin Light. J wrore this Bible for the Rabbin: 
© Aben Ezra, theSon ot Meir. that he maydeave it as an He-: 
‘ ritage to his Children, and to his Children’s Children, to the: 
* end of all Generations, Awen, Amen, Amen, Selab. The 
Rebbin Salomon, according to Mauritius, died in 4105, and 

on 
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Son was Cotemporary with Rabbin Aben Ezra, who fiv'd in 
1145- bt 4 d 
Remark 187, When St. Peter cutoff Malcbus’s Ear, he did 
not cut it off fo as to feparate it from his Head, it continued join’d 
to it, and receiv’d only a Wound. What makes Mr. Buxtorf 
think fo, is becaufe the Gofpel fays that -Jefus Chrift touch’d 
Malchus’s Ear to cure it, but does not fay that he took it up. 
Remark 195, The Fifh that-fwaltow’d up Jonas is exprefs’d 
in. the Text, both in the Mafculine and Feminine Gender. 
Where ’tis faid that God prepared a Fifh, there *tis 39, and | 
where ‘we read that Fovas prayed in the Fifhes Belly, there 
tis MIAN. The Fews fay concerning it, that Fores was iwal- 
low’d by a Male-Fifh, in which he-found himfelf fo much at 
large, and fo much at eafe, that he did not think .of -praying ; 
but God, to punifh’ him, commanded this Fith ‘to Vomit ‘him 
into the Mouth of a fhe Fifh, which was full of Little ones, 
and there the Prophet being reduc’d to Straits, remembred the 
Lord, and had recourfé to him by Prayer. bs’: 
In the 200 Remark. We havea Letter of P. Lentz/us, Go- 
vernor of Fudea, tothe Senate and People of Rome, upon the 
Beauty and Miracles of our Saviour, without relating any other 
Circumftances ; but the Stile alone is enough to make us rejekt 
this Piece. There is in the 215 Remark, another Letter no lefs 
falfe. The ‘ews that forg’d it, fappofe that it was: writ by 


. Ariftotle.to Alexander. In which Ariftorle abjur’d Philofophy, 


condemned all his Writings, and thofe who ftudied them, and 
declared openly for the Law of the Fews. . 

Remark 229. Iu Buxtorf’s Rabbinical Library he fpzaks of 
Two Editions in Folio of the Hebrew Bible, publifh’d at Vesice 
in 1517, and in 1528... Walton, in his Prolegomena, reckons 4 


Of them, viz. of 1517, 1528, 1619, and 1623. He’ forgers 


Two of them, viz. that of 1448, of which there isa Copy in 
Emanuel College at Cambridge, and that of 1568. This makes 
in-all 6 Editions in Folio of the Hebrew Bible, But we have 


-Reafon to doubt of that of 1623. ’Tisnot credible, faith our 


Author, that fuch a Work’ was publifh’d 3 times in 5 Years, 
ure. I 1619 and 1623 at Venice, and in 1619 at Bale. He 


had not then fpoken of this laft Edition, of which his. Father 
had the Care. ; 


Remark 
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Remark 230. One mutt nor ftay rill they be old to learn 
Hebrew ; yet, if they do, they need not defpair to fucceed in the 
Study of this Language. Origine was very old when he applied 
himfelt to it, Sturmius was 70 Years of Age when he ftudied it ; 
Dominiean Banners applied himfelf to it in his extream old Age, 
that he might no more be expos’d to the Laughter of Hereticks. 
Era/mm delay’d it to the Age of 53 Years. Sa/mafixs wanted 
little of being an old Man when he learned Hebrew ; and Great 
Scaliger, when he was 60 Years of Age, did not think it below 
him to be the Scholar of the ews. 


In Remark 255. We have feveral Errors of the Ferds ds to 
the Ang:ls They attribute a Body to them, and pretend they 
are of different Sexes. Eve, according to them, was feparated | 
from her Husband for 130 Years, and during that time fhe had 
Ghildren by Male-Angels, as Adam had Children by Female - 
ones. 

In the Book Fuchaifin, *tis faid that the Angel Mach/aellay . 
with Choms Wife in the time of the Deluge, and begota Son . 
call’d Sebon, The following Hiftory is taken from Berefchit . 
Rabba. The Angels Schemcozai and Azael complained to God 
that he had created Man. God aniwer’d them, that without 
Man the World would be empty. We will take Care of tha 
fay they, and we. will be Matters of it. Then God foretol 
them. that WickednefS fhtould fubdue them, which happen’d. 
For being come to the Earth, they fell in love with Women. 
Schemcbozai begot Hyas and Chyas, who were the Fathers of 
Seor and Og. He repented afterwards of his Enterprize, and . 
hang’d himielf: He is yet, adds our Fewi/h Author, hanging - 
between the Heaven and the Earth. They make a terrible Picture 
of the Angel of Death. He is tull of Eyes, fay they, and when 
a Man is at the Point of Death, this Spe&tium is at-his.Boliter, 
holding in his Hand a Sword, from whence run Drops of Gali. 
The Sick Perion rvsmbles as foon as he ices him, and opens nis 
Mouth ; the Angel {hakes his Sword and caufes a Drop of Gall 
to fall from it, which kills the dying Man and intcets him. 
To conclude, according co the Rabbies, the Sight of eae Angel 
of Death makes fo great an Impicition, that the. Dogs cannot 
forbear Howling ac she View of bim. 


The 
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The 274th Remark gives an Account of the Fable how Fo/hue 
took away this Angels Sword, and the Angel of Death having 
recover'd his Sword, met. with R. Gewaliel and acquainted. him 
with his Adventure. Fo/bua did very well, fays this Rabdy.to 
him, return, if you pleafe, she fame way you came, and teil 
him that he vifit Paradice, and, give.me.an Account of what he 
obferves there. “The Angel obeyed, and. Fo/hua immediately {a: 
tished. Gamalie?.. He. found Pardice divided into 7 Mantfions, 
In the Firtt dwelt Strangers in I/rael, under the Condu& ot 
Fuftus Abdias, Yn the Second, which was of Silver, he faw 
the Penitents govern’d by King Mazaffes. Abrabam, Ifaac, Fa- 
cob, and all the People of I/rae/ ; who, after their going out 
of Egypt, died in the Wildesnefs, liv’d under. the Dire@ior of 
Mofes and Aaron, in, the Third, which, was of Gold and Silver. 
The Fourth was yery magnificent, and built like the Houfe of 
our Firft Father Adem. The Fifth belongs to Meffas, the 
Son of David; he lodg’d there with E/ias. His Bed was of the 
Cedar of Lebanon, and he lay-in the middle of it, and lean’d 


. his Head upon‘the Prophet, to whom he order’d Silence, he- 


caufe the End drew near. In the Sixth Houfe dwelt thofe who 


. died for Want; and, in the Seventh, thofe who died of the 
_ Diftempers with which God fmote them, becaufe of the Sins 


of Trach. - : dike en ient 
“This Volume ends with.59 Letters from the Learned Men 
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pened 


A Parapbrafe, with Annotations, upon the Book of Common Prayer ; 
wherein the Text 1 explain’d, Objections are anfwer'd, and Advice 
1 humbly offer’d both to the Clergy and the Layety, for promoting 
true Devotion in the Ufe of it. By Thomas Bennet, M.A. Re- 
éor of St. James's in Colchefter, and late Fellow of St. John’s 
Colledge in Cambridge. London, Printed for James Knapton 
at the Crown in St, Paul's Church-Yard 5 and Sold by Edmund 


Jeffery Bookjfeller in Cambridge. Svo. pag. 311. 


Fter his breif Hiftory of the joint Ufe of pre-compos’d 
Set Forms of Prayer, and his Difcourfe of Joint Prayer, 
our Author thinks himfelf oblig’d not only to defend Liturgies 
in general, but todefcend tothe Explication and Defence of 
our ownin particular , which the Diffenters have rais’d almoft 
innumerable Exceptions againft, in order thereby to juftify 
their Separation from us: Upon this Account it was, that he 
writ the prefent Paraphrafe and Annotationsupon the Book of 
Common Prayer ; and in the Profecution of this Defiga he 
explains the Text, and anfwers all Exceptions againft it, and 
through the Whole confines himfelf to the Lay-Conformity in 
the Ufe of thofe Offices which our Church has provided, upon 
Suppofition that the Lord’s Day ought to be kept Holy, thae 
we ought to be Partakers of the twoSacraments, that Infants 
ought to be baptis’d, that ’tis lawful to join in the Obfervation 
of the Church’s Feftivals and Fafts, ec. The Offices tor Pri- 
vate Baptifm, Baptifin of thofe of riper Years, and the Com- 
munion of the Sick, and alfo that of Ordination and the Cate- 
chifm, he wholly omits for obvious Reafons; and concludes 
this Work with an Appendix confifting of five Difcourfes, 
which cou'd not conveniently be inferted in the Annotations: 
The Firft of which contains an Anfwer to that popular and 
eneral ObjeGtion, that the Book of Common Prayer is taken 
out of the Popifh Liturgies; the Second is a Difcourfe of the 
Church’s ufing Apocryphial Lefions; the Third of her ufing 
that which is commonly call’d the Athanafian Creed ; the Fourth 
is a Difcourfe of praying againft {adden Death ; and the Fifth 
about kneeling at the Holy Communion. In giving an inne” 
X X fe) 
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of this Work I fhall fele& out fome particular Annotations, em, 
for a Specimen, from whence the Reader may be inabl’d to 
form a tolerable Idea of the whole Book. . 


Our Author begins his Book with a Vindication of Minifteria} 
Ornaments, and particularly the Surplice ; and after having 
paraphras’d and writ feveral Notes upon the Sentences before 
Morning Prayer, and the Exhortation, and general Confeffion, 
he proceeds to obferve upon. the Abfolution, that it may be 
pronounc’d by a Deacon as well as by a. Prieft, and that be- 
caufe tis manifeft that tis only Declaratory, no more than a 
folemn Declaration that all Penitent Sinners are pardon’d by 
God upon their Repentance ; fo thata mere Deacon has as much 
Authority to {peak every Part of this Form as he has to fay, 
When the Wicked Man turneth away from the Wickednef that he 
bath commited, and .doth that which « lawful and right, be {hall 
fave bis Soul alive; or as he has to preach a Sermon upon Re- 
pentance. As to what is objected from the Rubrick, that this 
Form is to be pronounc’d by the Prieft alone, our Author an- 
{wers, That this is {poke of the Prieft alone, in Oppofition to 
the People’s joining with him, or pronouncing it after him; 
And asto the Word Prieft he fhews, that it does not here {ig- 
nify neceflarily one that is in Prieft’s Orders, but any Minifter 
that officiates, whether Prieftor Deacon ; otherwife the Word 
being reftrain’d in one Place, the fame Reafon holds for its 
being reftrain’d in another ; and thena Deacon muft not fay 
the Minifter’s Part in the Verficles after the Lord’s Prayer, nor 
the former Verfe of the Doxology, nor Praife yetbe Lord, nor 
divers other Parts of the Liturgy which no Body queftions but 
that a Deacon may fay. However, after thefe unexceptiona- 
ble Arguments in favour of a Deacon’s Power to read this Ab- 
folution, our Author does not defire any Perfon to be determin- 
ed by him, but intreats the Deacons rather to confult their 
Ordinaries, and to follow their Dire&tions, which, in fuch 


difputable Matters, are the beft Rule of Confcience. 


Upon the Hymn call’d Te Dewm Laudamus, our Author ob- 
ferves, that itis one of the moft excellent Pieces of Devotion 
that ever was pen’d; but that many Perfons are exceedingly 


carelefs in the ufe of it, repeating it with as little Confidera- 
tion 
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tion and Zeal, as if they did not regard whatthey faid, or 
to whom the Wordsare dire&ed. 


In the Suffrages after the Creed, upon thefe Sentences, Give 
Peace in our Time, O Lord, becaufe there xs none other that fighteth for 
us but only thou, O God; our Author obferves that they have 
been objected againft by divers Perfons; and that the Church 
enjoins us to pray to God to give us Peace in our Tima (in the 
Eyes of the Objectors) for this odd Reafon, Becaufe there is 
none but God that fightethfor us. But, fay they, is this the 
Reafon why we defire Peace? Or woud we not have defir'd 
Peace if we had had any other help befides that of God ? 
In Anfwer to which-Objection he obferves, that the Pfalmift 
ufes Expreffions of the fame Nature, as Pf 22.11. O Lo not from 
me, for Trouble x bard at hand, and there ss none to help me: Which 
Words do by no means imply that he cou’d be well enough con- 
tent to part with God, had he any other to help him in that 
Trouble which was hard at hand; but area more full Declara- 
tion and Reprefentation of his forlorn Condition, which he 
lays before God to excite the greater Compaffion in the Di- 
vine Majefty. And in like manner he obferves farther, that 
thefe Verficles which the eftablifh’d Church commands us to 
ufe, do by no means imply, that the only Reafon of our defi. 
ring Peace is becaufe we have none other to fight for us in War 
but God alone, as if we coud be well enough content to be 
engag’d in War, had we any other to fight for us befides Al- 
mighty God ; but they area more full Declaration and Repre- 
fention of that forlorn Condition we are in, who are not 
able to- help our felves, and who can’t depend upon Man 


for help. 


Our Author begins his Notes upon the Liturgy, with taking 
Notice of a moft fcandalous Praétice which prevails in many 
fuch Congregations as ought to be fit Precedents for the whole 
Kingdom to tollow; viz. that Lay-men, and very often young 
Boys of eighteen or nineteen Years of Age, are not only per- 
mitted, but oblig’d publickly to perform this Office, which 
is one of the moft folemn Parts of our Divine Service, even 
tho’ many Priefts and Deacons are at the fame Time prefent. 
Thofe Perfons upon whom it muft be charg’d (continues out 


Author) and in whofe Power it is to rectify it, can’t but gpm 
XxX 2 that 
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that this Practice is illegal, as well as abominable in it felf, and 
a flat Contradidtion to al] Primitive Order. And he obierves 
farther, That one wou'd think, when the Nation fwarms with 
fuch as ridicule, oppofe, and deny the Diftinétion of Clergy 
and Layety, thofe who poflefs fome of the largeft and moft 
honourable Preferments in the Church, fhowd be afham’d to 
betray her into the Hands of her profefs’d Enemies; and to 
put Arguments into their Mouths, and declare by their A@ions, 
that they think any Lay-man whatever as truly authoris’d to 
minifter in Holy Things, as thofe who are regularly ordain’d, 
And he concludes this Particular with taking Notice, That 
thefe Perfons can’t with any Face blame the Diflenters for 
officiating without Epifcopal Ordination, when they them- 
felves do not only allow of, but require the fame thing. 


Upon this Petition, Remember not Lord our Offences, wor the 
Offences of our Fore-fatber’, &c. he obferves, That God affures 
us in the Second Commandment, that he vifits the Iniquity of 
the Fore-fathers upon the Children unto the third and fourth 
Generation of them that hate him, Exod. 20. §. to juftify our 
praying that God wou’d not remember the Offences of our 
Fore-fathers : And he here takes Notice that it may here be 
objected, that the contrary of this is declar’d in feveral Pafla- 
gesin Scripture, asin Fer. 31. 29, 30. Exech. 18.28. And then 
puts the Queftion, Why the Eftablifh’'d Church fhou’d oblige 
her Members to pray to God to forget their Fore-fathers Sins, 
when God fays that they fhall not fuffer for any but their own 
Perfonal Offences? And for the Solution of this Difficulty he 
obferves, That we muft carefully diftinguifh between National 
and Perfonal Punifhments ; that God frequently punifhes the 
Pofterity of a Nation for the National Sins of their Fore-fa- 
thers, as is evident from the Inftance of the ews, not to 
mention others 5 but that he never does fo, unlefs the Pofteri- 
ty continue in the Steps of their Fore-fathers, and by that 
means fill up the Meafure of their Iniquities, He obferves far- 
ther, That God does not in any one Place declare that he will 
not punifh a Nation for the National Sins of their Fore-fathers, 
as he fhews in particular that no fuch thing is imply’d in the 
two Texts already cited; and then concludes, That our finful 
Nation has very great Reafon to pray God to forget not only 
our own Perfonal Sins, but thofe of our Fore-fathers alfo, be- 


caufe 
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eaufe our manifeft Want of a National Reformation, provokes 
God to vifitfor 7em all; and we have not the Jeaft Reafon to 
imagine our felves fecure upou the Account of thofe Declara- 
tions which relate to the Penitent State of a Nation in gene- 
ral, and which do for that Reafon, and upon that Suppofition, 
promife that each Man fhall bear the Punifhment of no more 
than his own Perfonal Sins. 


_. Upon this Petition, By the Myftery of thy Holy Incarnation, &c 
he obferves, That great Clamour has been rais’d againft our. 
Ghurch’s ufing this Form of Expreffion, the Word By having 
ftrangely offended the Diflenters, fome of ’em pretending that 
it is (wearing, others that it is conjuring, @c. But in Defence 
of it he hopes that he need net tell the more fenfible fort of 
’em that the Werd By may be us’d without conjuring or fwear. 
ing, or any fuch terrible Matter. When the Apoftle faid, 
(Rom, 12.1.) 1 befeech you therefore, Brethren, by the Mercy of 
God, &c. our Author is of Opinion that he neither fwore not 
conjur’d, nor any thing like it. And he concludes, That if 
the Apoftle’s ufe of the Word By inthis Text may be juftify’d, 
then our Church’s ufe of it in this Place may be jultify’d aJfo for 
the fame Reafon. His Paraphrafe of this Petition, in which 
he fhews us in what Senfe the Word By; is us’d here and in the 
following Petition, is this: And that we may the better pre- 
vail with thee to grant us this Deliverance from all the Parti- 
culars before-mention’d, give us leave to plead thy former 
Mercies towards us and thy whole Church: As thou haft al- 
ready been fo wonderfully Gracious, fo vouchfafe to continue 
thy Love, and be ftill ready to hear thy humble Servants. 
We befeech thee By the Myftery of thy Holy Incarnation, &c. that 
is, (fays he in the Note) our Church lays before Chrift his 
former Mercies to us exprefs’d in his Incarnation, Birth, Cir- 
cumcifion, Baptifm, @e. all which he perform/d for our fakes ; 
and offers thofe Confiderations to move him to grant our Re- 
quefts, and to deliver us from thofe Evils we pray againft : 
As if fhe fhou’d fay, Lord thou haft done thus and thus for us 
already, and let thy former Mercies incline thee te do fo and 
fo at this Time. | 


After 










































450 Che Wropks of the LEARNED, 


After a great many intervening Particulars, in a Note upon 
the laft Rubrick before the Communion Service, our Author 
fays, That if it be ask’d, whether thofe Parts of this Office 
which are allow’d to be read when there is no Communion, may 
te read without going to the Communion Table; he anfwers, 
bhat they certainly may. And for this (hie tells us) he needs 
offer no other Reafon befides its being an allow’d Praétice which 
our Governours do never blame or endeavour toalter. There 
are fome Expreffions in the Rubrick, he confefles, which inti. 
mate the contrary; but he concludes-an allow’d Cuftom fuff- 
cient to fatisfy any Man’s Confcience in this Cafe: If itis not 
allow’d, he defires the Obje€tors to confider (to name no o- 
ther Inftances) how they can juftify their tacking together the 
Morning Prayer and the Litany, which were intended and ufed 
as diftiné Offices in former Times, and thereby repeating the 
Prayer of St. Chryfoffom, and 2 Cor. 13,14. but once ; when as 
they are pofitively order’d to be repeated twice: There 
being no Rubrick that difpenfes with the faying them at the 
End of Morning Prayer, when the Litany is usd the fame 
Morning. 


Upon the Tenth Commandment we meet with this fhort 
Note, That ’tis manifeft that the Coveting there forbidden, is 
fuch as-puts Men upon, or elfe fuppofes their ufing unlawful 
Means to gain any of thofe Particulars there prohibitvd .to be 
coveted : Otherwife all Traffick woud be there forbidden, 
fince no Man buys that which he does not covet or defire in 
fome Senfe, viz. upon Account of his having Occafion for it, 


Upon thefe Words in the firft Exhortation to the Commu- 
nion, Left «fier the taking of that Holy Sacrament. the Devil enter 
wito pou as be enter’d into Judas ; our Author has this Note, That 
the Church does not here affirm that the Devil enter’d into 
Fudas after he had receiv’d the Holy Eucharift, but only that 
he enter’d into Fudas, whether he had receiv’d the Holy Eu- 
charift or no ; and fhe exhorts her Members to take Care that 
their unworthy Participation do not caufe the Devil to enter 
into them alfo. The Circumftance of receiving therefore is no 
Part of ahe Comparifon, for the Comparifon goes no farther 
than the bare entering of the Devil. 


Among 
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Among the feveral Notes, which our Author has upon the 
Office of © Publick Baptifm of Infants, 1 fhall give a Specimen 
of One on the Queftions put by the Minifter to the Sponfors : 
in the Child’s Name; where he obferves, that for the better 
Underftanding of their trueSenfe and Meaning, it may be 
confider’d, that when an adult Perfon is baptis’d, thefe Quefti- 
ons are put to the Perfon himfelf, and he himfelf returns the 
Anfwers to them: So that in this Cafe, there is an exprefs 
and formal Covenant made between God and the Party bap- 
tis'd, God acting by his lawful Minifter, and the Partys baptis’d 
acting in their-own Perfons, and neverthelefs being oblig’d to 
the Terms of the Covenant when they come to Age; there- 
fore, that this may be the more effectually reprefented and 
fhadow'd forth to the Congregation, the Queftions are put to 
the Sureties, and the Sureties makes Anfwers in the Infant’s 
Names. Not that the Infants can be fuppos’d aétually to re- 
nounce the Devil, &c. but all this is done to fignifie the Engage- 
ments which they are brought under, and which they muft | 
adtually perform when they are able foto do. Whena Cypy- 
hold Effate is taken up in the Name of an Infant, fome Body 
perfonates him, and makes the fame Aflurances as if he were 
at Age: Even fo here, the Sureties anfwer for the Infant in 
the fame Manner and Words, as if the Infant himfelf were 
capable of returning the Anfwer in his own Perfon. He has 
alfo a large Note upon the Crofs in Baptifm, which I have not 
room to tranfcribe hither, but muft refer the Curious for it 
to the Book I am giving an Accout of. 

After feveral intervening Particulars upon Confirmation, Ma- 
trimony, &c. in the Office for the Viftation of the Sick our Au- 
thor obferves, that the Form of Abfolution there us’d, mani 
feftly fuppofes, that the Perfon, who is abfolv’d, does truely 
and heartily Repent. Now no Minifter (continues he) can 
be abfolutely certain that the fick Perfon deals ingenuoufly with 
him, and confequently the Form muft be underftood conditio- 
nally ; that is, by Chrift’s Authority committed to him, the 
Minifter abfolves the fick Perfon in the Name of the Father, &c. 
upon condition that he is truely and heartily penitent. Hence 
he concludes, that this Form may certainly be us’d by fuch 
Minifters as conceive that their Power of Abjolution is only de- 
claratory and conditional, and not abfolute. 


In 
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In the Office for the Burial of Dead, ‘our Author obferves; 
that when we fay, God bas taken a Perfom unto bimfelf, we mutt 
not neceflarily be underftood to mean, that the Perfon is un- 
doubtedly gone to Heaven; for the wife Man fays of Men in 
general, and confequently of the wicked whofe Portion is not 
in Heaven, that at their Death, the Spirit returns to God that gave 
it; and if the Spirits of all Men go toGod, then God cer 
tainly takes them to himfelf. He obferves farther, that fup- 
pofing God’s taking a Soul to, himfelf, did really fignifie his 
taking it into his own Prefence, and enftating it in BlifS; yet 
{till this Declaration concerning the Deceas’d is not abfolute, 
and what we are fare and certain of, but only built upon our 
charitable Hope concerning the Party deceas’d , we charitably 
hope that fo it is, and accordingly make our Declaration of it, 
I cannot enlarge upon what more Notes we have upon this 
Office, and thofe for the Church of Women and Commination. 
I hope what has already pafs’d will give the Reader a compe- 
tent Idea of the Nature of the Body of this Book. 

After his Paraphrafe and Comment upon the Common-prayer, 
our Author has, (as I have already obferv’d) five Difcourfes by 
Way of Appendix. In the Fx/t, he anfwers that popular Ob- 
jection againft the Common-prayer, that it is taken out of 
the Ada/s-bok and other Popifh Liturgies ; fhewing firf, That 
{uppofing this were true in Fat, it is not therefore any real 
Objection againft it, it being poffible for us (rejecting the 
Trafh relating to Saints and Angels, @c.) to make a Choice of 
admirable Devotions out of the Popsh Liturgies, if we take 
care to feparate the Good from the Bad, rejecting their Super- 
ftitions, and retaining only what is truely Chriftian. He ob- 
ferves Secondly, That nothing more condemns Popery than our 
Liturgy, and confequently, that it muft be extremely ridicu- 
lons to object againift it from this Quarter: And then proceeds 
to examin the Faé proceeded upon in the Objection, How much 
of our Common-prayer may he faid to be borrow’d from the 
Popifh Offices ; upon which Occafion, he diftinguifhes the Matter 
of the Book of Common-prayer into four Parts, Fir/t, Such Par- 
ticulars as are not at tobe found in any of the Popifh Liturgies: 
Seeondly, Such as, though they be found in the Popifh Liturgies, 
are notwithftanding borrow’d by them out of the Scriptures, 
Zhirdly, Such as, though they be found in the Popifh Liturgies, 
are notwith{tanding borrow’d by them out of the Apocryphal 
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AWritings, or the antient Fathers of the four Firft Centuries. 
And Fourthly, Such ashe readily acknowledges to be fonnd in 
the Popifh Liturgies, and in no other Book written before the 
Year of Chrift 400.. After which, and having fpoke to each 
particular Head, he concludes, that fo inconfiderable a Quan- 
tity of our Services is owing to the Pepits, that it is unreafo- 
nable, upon this Score, to give em a Popifh Denomination ; 
and that it may with vaftly greater Reafon be faid, that’ they 
were taken out of the Scriptures, or wholly made new, in as 
much as if one Part muft give a Denomination to the whole, 
the far greater Part ought to do it. 

In the fecond Difcourfe, he vindicates our Church’s ufing 
Apocriphal Leflons, in the Room of fuch Parts of Canonical 
Scripture as are omitted: And in order to this, he confiders 
Fir, The:contents of thofe Parts of Canonical Scripture which 
we omit, .as Genefis 10, 11, 36. Exodus 25,26, 27, 28,’ Cc. all 
Leviticus, except Chap. 18, 19,20, 26, @&c, and appeals to our 
Adverfaries themfelves, whether they wou’d choofe to read the 
Generality of thofe Portions of Scripture to popular Audito- 
ries. .And in the next Place, he proceeds to fet the Matter of 
reading. Apocriphal Leflons in a true Light, by fhewing, Firf, 
that there is no Evil in reading the Apocriphal Ledlons, they 
being for the Matter in ’em agreeable ‘to the Word of God. 
Secondly, That there is confiderable Advantage in reading ’em, 
they being generally full of truely pious and excellent Inftru- 
tions. And Zhirdly, By retorting this Argument upon our 
Adverfaries themfelves, who though they have for above 20 
Years pafs'd bal fill Liberty, and all poffible Opportunities 
of improving their Way of publick Worfhip, by amending 
what they thought blameable in ours, and framing it exaAly 
according to their own Humours; yet wherever they differ 
from us they take worfe Methods, and particularly with refpe& 
toreading the Scriptures, in which they fall vaftly fhort of that 
which we cofiftantly practice, though they blame us for being 
defective in our Dut > when notwithftanding we perform it 
abundantly better than themfelves, even at thofe very Times 
when they pretend to blame us. This our Author fhews at 
large in this Difcourfe, whither: 1 miuft réfer the Reader for full 
Satisiattion. 10" to! or etlad 2 ory aitogt 
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+f BW i ‘yp poh ‘isaD cé oF Bib 
ny ib ef bs which oe comm ity hy calPd ite of 
re we have been very inch blam’d, by the Diffen- 
a Gre mang 2 a Part of our Liturgy, and thereby obliging 
our People to fhe pie , it: They, obj e that in the Ufe of 
this. Creed we chat all ate eet iy datnn’d. forever; 
that. are le nei atl vii in the M Myftety ‘the ‘Trinity ‘as 
to believe eyery ward about it in this a Partiettarly ‘48 
the Greek Church holds that, the Holy Gist proces ibe 
from the Father and the Son, but from the Fath arn they 
object that in, uf ing, this treed, we pronourice t te Cre Church 
undoubted y damn'd, . This Opje Me n Our Bitte coiifiders at 
large, and, endeavours to ot the Matter in a trie Light : And 
Fift,, He entreats the Di flente rs.to ask their’ 6wn Teachers, 
wibethen it be lawful to ufe the Athanafian Creed of no? The 
Diffenting Teachers being every né oblig’d by the very Act 
Of Toleration to fubfcribe it; an whereas fome of *em pré- 
end to diet it, eg a_limi ted Senfe, | ‘or exclufi ively of the 
mnatory,Claules, he. ams a this i E dij op shat With the 
eighth Article of the,C ot Eglin Setondly, He pro- 
ceeds to. confider the ity it felt ; and énter ne into the 
real Merits of the Cee € eeayou to thew, 7 rf, in what 
Senfe, uns declare, in the Ufe 0 hanafian Creed, that the 
Belief of, any Article of the Gitol Faith is ‘neceffiry to Sal- 
¥ation, which he he hens at largeto be not ra ely, - but Con- 
disionally 5, Ieaen Spon suppol rob that ‘the Pe on Has Means 
and or tunity 0 elieving un ‘and bf atta ning thé 
wledge of, that Article wh Mich it declares t6 be heceffary ; 
but as for, thofe who have not "Means: sy Opportunity of belie. 
ving in Ciryf, or of attaining the Knowledge of the Article, . 
their Sin not being wilful, the “reed declares fdbhina coicetne 
ing them. . Secondiy, That in the Lee of th | 
not declare, .that the Belief of ever Propofition i ereof iis tie. 
ceflary to. Salvation, but. that Creed it felt being es he 
as.to, be diyided Anto the, rake Toperiiies,'s nd the Explica- 


tion of thefe, Doftrines, 4 ofitions. cotitaining the Do- 


étrines, are neceffary to be ‘Ney , without afferting the fame 
of all. the Propofitions explicatory of thofe Do&rineés. - Thir2- 
Ips, Which thofe Article-are ae Belief of which we declare 


in the Ufe of, the Atbanafian 


reed to be neceflary to Salva- 
tion 
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tions viz. The Trinity in Unity, the Hypoftatical Union‘ 


-of the Godhead and Manhood in Cfrif, with the of rti- 
cles in the Apoftles Creed. Fourthly, Tee hale Aa 
Belief of which we thereby declare neceflary to Salvation, are 
really fach, being fuch as the whole Fabrick of Chriftianity 
refts; upon, and which being taken away, our Religion be- 
comes an abfurd and irrational Thing ; fuch as whoever op- 
pofes falls into thofe damnable Hergjies. St. Peser {peaks of, or 
Dodrines which bring Damnation. Fyfthiy, He thews ia the 
laft Place, that in the Use of the Arhanafian Creed we do. con- 
demn the Greek Church, the Greek Church unanimonfly main- 
taining, the temporal Proceflion of the Holy Ghoft from both 
the the Father and the Son, and the Words of this Creed, be- 
ing fairly capable of being underftood in this Senfe. Our Au- 
thor is Jarge upon all thefe Heads, which Lean-but give brief 
‘Hints.of here confiftently with this Undertaking. ~~ | 


In his: fourth Difcourfe, ,our Author yindicates our praying 
againft fudden Death; under which Head he grants Ff, that 
‘fometimes a fudden Death may be a great Blefling, viz. to all 
-thofe excellent Perfons who are continually adorning the Go- 
{pel of Chrift with a fuitable Converiation ; but then he ob- 
ferves, that though in this Cafe ’tis a Bleffing to thefe parti- 
cular Perfons, yet ’tis a Misfortune to the World who thereby 
lofe the Benefit of beholding the glorious Example of a Saint 
upon Departure, that being oftentimes the Scene of his brighteft 
Attions, of the Exercife of the moft vigorous Faith, moft ex- 
alted Hope, moft unwearied Patience, moft ardent and diffu- 
five Charity to Men, molt affeftionate and inflam’d Love to 
God, &c. He obferves farther, that as a fudden Death is a 
Blefling to fome, fo to others it is a great Curfe, and to the 
Generality what is not to be defired: And hence he concludes, 
that it is what in the publick Congregation we ought to pray 
apgainft; thofe who fear it not being oblig’d to it, though not 
upon their own perfonal, yet upon publick Accouts, and to 
_ forego a private for a publick Good ; and the Reft upon their 

Own as well as the Account of their Brethren, even good Men 
that they might have Time to trimm their Lamps, and prepare 
the more ftriétly for their Lord’s Coming; and bad Men that 
they be not hurried unawares into a fudden Deftrudcion. 
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His fifth and laft Difcourfe is concerning our kneeling at the: 
Holy Communion; where he fhews, that upon Suppofition: 
that it were never fo certain that a Table Pofture was us’d at. 
the Inftitution of the Eucharift; yet’tis very plain, that as the 
Circumftances of our Blefled Saviour are now different from 
what they were at. the Inftitution, fo muft our outward De- 
meanure alfo vary ; that Gefture which might be then fuitable 
in the Apoftles being not now fuitable in us: For while he 
was Corporally prefent and they convers'd with him as a 
Man a Table Gefture might be fufficient ; but now that he is 
Spiritually prefent, and we converfe with him-only as he is 
God, a Pofture of Adoration is neceflary. He fhews: farther; 
that it is. very highly. probable, that at its firft Inftitution the 
Apoftles receiv’d the Holy Eucharift in an adoring -Pofture ;. 
but upon neither of thefe Particulars can I enlarge at: prefent ; 
From whence he concludes, that our Church does well in 
knegling at the Reception of this Holy Sacrament’or Supper of 
our Lord, SOGG petegel pot 
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The Natural Mortality of Human Souls clearly demonftrated from 
the Holy Scriptures, and the concurrent Tefimonies of the Prismitive 
Writers«. Being an Explication of a famous Paffage in the Dia- 
logue of Se. Juftin Martyr with Tryphon, concerning the Soui’s 
Inrmortality. In-a-Letter to a Friend, With an Appendix, con- 
fitting of a Letterto Mr. John Norris cf Bemerton. And an 
Expoftulation relating tothe late Infults of Mr. Clark and Mr. 
Chifhull. By Henry Dodwell, M.A.. London: Printed for 
E; Curll at the Peacock without Templesbar, and E. Sanger, 
at the Poft-Houfe at. the Middle-Temple. Gate, 1708. 840. - 
Pages 157, 


PN: the Beginning of this Piece our Author obferves, that 
his Adverfary (Mr. Céifhull) has not been pleas’d (in his 
Yate. Anfwer toan Anonymous Author, to whom Mr. Dodwell 
writes this Letter) to take Notice of what has been anfwer’d 
to the Charge of Herefy againft him, nor of what has been 
faid to retort the fame Charge againft himfelf: He obferves far- 
ther, that he ftill perfifts in the fame unfair Charge, as if no- 
thing had-been faid upon that Subje& ; which makes him the 
tefs wonder that Mr. Chifbul fhou’d perfift in his other Charge 
on him, .as- having miftaken the Perfon reprefented by Tufts 
Martyr, in the Words producd by him for the Natural Morta- 
lity of Human Souls; and this the rather, becaufe his Defen- 
der only intimated his Miftake in that Particular, which nei- 
ther of ’em has as yet attempted to prove. This therefore is 
what our Author undertakes in this Place, to afcertain the 
Perfons concerned in the difputed Part of the Dialogue with 
Trypbon ; and here he premifes that Part of the Dialogue be- 
tween the Chriftian Old-Man and a himfelf, not as yet 
ating the Part of a Chriftian, but of a Platonick Philofopher, 
yet with that Diftinction of the Perfons, which he conceives to 
have been truly defign’d by the Martyr. Upon this our Author 
is large, tranflating, explaining, and adjufting the Perfons 
concern’d in this Part of the Dialogue ; and then fhews, that 
the whole Soul; in Mr. Cdsfhwi/’s own Senfe, is aflerted in thefe 
Paflages 
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Paflages to be Mortal, as it alfo includes the Divine Breathing ; 
that whatever he, or any of our Author’s Adverfaries, can 
think a Natural Ingredient in the Effence of our Souls in gene- 
ral, and yet Naturally Immortal, muft needs be created and 
diftin& from the Supreme Divinity ; and that whichis fodifting 
from God, is by the Reafoning here us’d prov’d Naturally Mor- 
tal ; andthat the Soul is here aflerted to dye as truly and pro- 
perly, and in the fame Senfe, by the withdrawing the quicken. 
ing Spirit from it, as the Man is faid to dye by the Separation 
of that fame Soul from its Human Body. 





Our Author proceeds in the next. Place to fhew, that the 
quickening Spirit to which the Immortality of the Soul is a- 
{crib’d by the Scriptures and this Dialogue, can be no other 
but the Divine uncreated Spirit; and that for this Reafon, 
that had it been a created Spirit, it cou’d not, upon St. Fu/Fin'’s 
way of arguing, have fecur’d its own Perpetuity, much lefs 
have deriv’d that Immortality to others, which it cou’d not 
be fuppos’d to have in it felf. And continues to obferve, that 
Mr. Céfhul/ owns his Interpretation of this Father more receiv’d 
than his own ; that Photins does not condemn this‘Interpretati- 
ou of St. Fuftin in Gobaruws, as is pretended ; and that the Paf- 
faze wherein Gobarus miftook Fufin, and was therefore blam’d 
by Photiw, was notin this Dialogue, but in the Cobort. ad Gen- 
tes; that his Opinion feems to have been the Opinion ‘of the 
Greek Church inthe Age of Photins ; and that of his Adverfa- 
ties, Mr. Chifhul/, ec. concerning the Soul’s Natural -Immor- 
rality, the fame with that which was by Photine, and the Greek 
Church of that Age, condemn’d in Gobarus 5 and that the 
Mortality that is to be deftroy’d in order to the making tis ca- 
pable of Heaven, can’t be meant of that Mortality which is 

-effential to a Creature as fuch, which is all the Mortality which 
is confiftent with the Natural Immortality of the Soul defen- 
ded by the Tritheifts and his prefent Adverfaries. Upon none 
of thefe Heads can | be particular in this Place, but muft refer 
the Reader for what our Author .offers upon each of ’em to 
the Book it felf. : | 
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Afcer this our Author comes to defend his Hypothefis from 
thof gradual Attempts which Mr. Chifhi!/ makes upon it: As 
from the Objection which he raifes from Fufin Marty’s Words 
in his Cobort. ad Gentes. S.8. where he tells us that the Prea- 
chers of the Gofpel taught unanimoufly the Doétrine of the 
Immortality of Human Souls: From that which he railes from 
the Fragments of ‘St. Fuftin de Refurr. in Grab. Spictieg. Sec. 11. 
P, 192. From another which he raifes from the fame Frag- 
ments, where the. Martyr owns the Soul for a Partof God, a 
Subftance to be fav’d by its own Nature, and which has its 
Safety from perifhing together with the Body from it felf: 
And in the laft Cafe he fhews, that if we may beallow’d to 
explain and limit what this Father fays in thefe Fragments with 
what hehas deliver’d more exprefly in the Dialogue with 7ry- 

nm; and if we will endeavour to reconcile him with himfeif, 
and to make him fpeak confiftently , he will be found not at all 
to favour Mr. Chifhall’s Hypothefis. He endeavours to fhew 
farther, that the Death of the Soul mention’d by Fu/tin, is 
not a Myftical Death only, but fuch an one as implys Non-exi- 
fteices and’ that the Influence of the Spirit for Immortalizing 
Human Souls, is not: the fame with that on which Creatures, 
at fuch,;: depend effentially for their Exiftence. He comes next 
to. fhew, againft Mr. Chifhull, that wayles avanawyd, in Plato's 
Phedo, has no Relation to wraca Lux in St. Fufin; and that the 
Reafonings of Plato and St. Fujftin, in the ufe of the fame Word, 
are perfectly different ; and takes Notice, that St. Fu/fin plainly 
fuppofes the Punifhment of fome Wicked Souls to be more 
Jafting than the Punifhment of others; whichcou’d not be 
if all Punifhinents were Eternal. Here alfo | muft content my 
felf with little morethaii naming the Heads infifted upon in the 
Serties.of thisprefent Difcourfe, no more being confiftent with 
the Brevity lam confin'd to, and the fomewhat larger Account 
Lintend to:giveof che latter Part of this Work. 


_ Next ‘our Author obferves, that, after all his Adverfaries 
have attempted, even themfelves feem diftruftfulof their own 
Performance in Reference to the Teftimony of this particular 
Father; otherwifé he can’t conceive’ why fo many Sons of the 
Church of England fhou’d introduce what they fay with fo ma- 
ny Cautionary Limitations of the Credit of the Fathers in ge- 

neral, 
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Neral, efpecially of thofe who had been formerly bred in the 
Schools of the Philofophers, particularly that of Plato, which 
was generally the Cafe of the Learned Converts to the Chri- 
ftian Religion: This Obfervation he applys to Mr. Chi(hul’s 
Condué&.; and after feveral intervening Particulars, which 1 
cantinfift upon here, proceeds to fhew, that the Reafon why 
God did not give an Immortalizing Nature to thofe Human 
Souls which he intended to Immortalize adtually, was, that the 
Immortality might appear not to be a Due to the Nature of 
fuch Souls, but a Reward of their Virtue, in order to excite 
the Diligence of Mankind, and oblige them to all the Offices 
expected from them for the good Government of the World: 
Here he proceeds to obferve, that it can’t be pretended, that 
God, asa free Agent, is oblig’d to confer all that Good upon 
his Creatures that it is in his Power to confer upon ’em; nor 
can it be taken for an Officeof Good Will in God to them not 
to change their Condition, provided that the Change be for 
the Advantage of his Creatures, for making their Condition 
better than that was wherein they were firft Created, as it 
muft be if the Change were propos’d as a Reward of Duty 
impos’d on them as a Condition for acquiring it If therefore 
(continues he) Immortality bepropos'd asa Reward, it mut 
be fuppos’d not due to their Original Nature, which can’t be 
without fuppofing fuch Creatures to whom Immortality is pro- 
pos’d as a Reward originally Mortal; and as to thole who are 
not admitted as Candidates for a preternatural Favour, they 
cant, inour Authors Opiaion, be thought to be hardly-dealt 
with, if they be permitted to the Courfe of their Mortal Na- 

-ture,. fo long as they fuffer no farther Harm by their Non-ad- 
miffion, befides their not being qualify’d for undue Favours ; 
and where the Reward is beyond the Capacities of Nature, the 
Punifhment mutt be fo too if they ought to be proportionable. 
The Creature, fays he, that is warn’d of it, can’t complain 
of it when it is.incur’d by its own Default; nor can it be taken 
for hard dealing in God to oblige his Creatures on fuch Terms 
as thefe, to be good to themfelves, and tocontribute their own 
Endeavours in order to the Promotion of their own greateft 
Interefts. Our Author asks, What Mr. Céifhull can think ridi- 
culous in this. whole way of Reafoning, or difagreeable to the 
great Defign of our Chriftian Religion, 
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He proceeds in Six Sections more farther to vindicate his tHy- 
hefis of the natural Mortality of human Souls, for which 
|] muft féave him to be confulted by the Reader, 


In his 4 ix confifting of a Letter to Mr. Norris, our Au- 
thor firft thanks him for his fair Way of Management in his 
late Piece upon the prefent Subje&, and congratulates him up- 
on Account of their perfec Agreement in all that is effentially 
neceflary to his principal Defign; and then fhew® that God 
is not oblig’d, by any general Rules. of Providence, to eternize 
all individual Souls that are not in Reafon qualify'd tor an 
eternal State of Rewards or Punifhments. He fhews farther, 
that his Caufe did not oblige him to defign any other natural 
Mortality of human Souls, than that which gelates to Non- 
exiftence, and which is granted by Mr. Norris; Non-exiftence 
being what wou'd relieve Infants and Ideots, and thofe who ne- 
ver did or could hear ot the Gofpel from the Hazards of eter- 
nal Mifery, without entitling them to a1 immortal Happinefs 
which others cou’d not expeé& but by the Toils and Difficulties 
of a fuffering felf-denying Vertue; aod yet without an Eter- 
nity of Exiftence, neither of Pain nor Happinefs, to no pur- 
‘ole And whereas Mr. Norris blames our Author for aflert- 
ing fimply that which is not true but in a certain Senfe, 
when he advances the Doétrine of the natural Mortality of 
human Souls; Our Author anfwers him at large, as to this 
Particular ; and then proceeds to fhew, that Mr. Norrs’s Noti- 
©n of Incorruptibility by diffolution of Parts, can have no 
other Influence on the prefent Difpute, than as Non-exiftence 
would prove a neceflary Confequence of the Parts, or at leaft, 
as Infenfibility would follow from it, by: which the Complexes 
might be exempted from any Senfe of Pain and Mifery. 
He Shews farther, that he knows no Ground Mr. Norrs has 
for the Simplicity of fpiricual Beings, either in the Scriptures, 
or Do&rine of the Primitive Church: The Scripture Account 
of this Matter, he has fectled in his fujt Defence of the Epiftc- 
lary Diftourfe; and as for the Primitive Church, as they were 
Wnanimous in owning the Fire of Hell material, fo he knows no 
Author of thofe firft and pureft Ages, who ever thought that 
any but materal Beings were capable of fuffering by a Fire of 
hatt Nature. Several of x he teils us, prove the Coporei- 
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ty of even the feparate Soul from the Parable of the rich Man 
tormented in the Flames of Hades; but-not,one of ’em, that he 
knows of, ever allow’d the Fire of Hell to have any Power. for 
influencing pure Spirits, perfe@ly divefted, of all materjal Ad- 


herences, 


Our Author proceeds next to fhew, that it is not agreeable to 
reafon the Hypothefis of the abfolute Simplicity of {piritual 
Being: The Adding or Diminution of like Parts Che tells us) 
may eafilyacount for different and ftronger or weaker Inclina- 
tions reflting from the Nature of thofe.Parts,,; but frequent 
repetition of AAs can’t affect a Spirit, efpecialhy, a reafonable 
one; as not makiag any Thing appear more.reafonable for be- 
ing frequently fuggefted. It is eafily conceiv’d (continues he) 
how the Acceflign of new Homogeneous fimilar Parts may en- 
creafe, that in fimilitude betweea the Being to which thofe 
Parts are added, and the Obje&ts which are the Occafion of 
that new Acceflion ; and itis again as eafie. to. conceive, how 
that Similitude may, with the new Parts, ftrengthen the Incli- 
nation to like Acts, and add new Vigour to it, the fimilar 
Parts not being purely paffive, but endu’d with the like Incli- 
nation to a& with that Principle, and thofe Parts to which 
they are fuppos’d to be acceflionary: Thence (proceeds he) it 
is as eafily conceivable, how am Jnclination had to the Objects 
which are fuppos’d to be the Canfes of that Acceffion, (which 
Inclination we may call Love fimply, and Defire when the Ob- 
jeQs are fuppos’d abfent) muft encreafe in the like Proportion 
as the Acceflionary Parts grow more numerous; and the 
like Reafoning will hold as to. the Dimioution of this Inclina- 
tion, and the IatroduSion of contrary Inclinations by, the 
Expulfion of the prefent Parts, and fupplying their Places 
with new Acceffionary Parts of a Heterogeneous and Diflimi- 
lar Nature. Whereas, fays our Author, how this Change can 
be affeéted on the contrary Hypothefis of the Soul's being a 
pure Spirit incapable of any Parts, 1 confefs I do not under- 

ftand, efpecially in: a reafonable Creature, when the Change 
is fo far from be reafonable asithatit is contrary to right Rea- 
foning; nay, and is believ’d allo to be fo by thofe who a& 
apainft their Confciences: Yet this appears to be the Nature 
even of our feparate Souls, that they ftill retain the Habits ac- 
quird by them in. their organical Bodies;- After this Man- 
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ner, our Author Jargely argues for the Materiality as well as 


natural Mortality of our Souls, 


He proceeds in the next place to fhew, that the Pvatomi?s of the 
firft Ages own’d no pure {piritual Being but God, though the 
Spirituality of the Soul prevail’d in the Schools; and in thofe 
latter. Ages, with which the, fubtle Mafters of the Schools were 
acquainted,: who were by no means qualify’d to judge of. the 
original Monuments of our Chriftian Religion, wpon which 
when their Reafoningsare not built, they miuft needs fail, how 
{fpecious and promifing foever they appear at the firft View. 
He fhews farther, that the firft Chriftians own’d no indivifible 
Being befides God, which he proves from the general Recep- 
tion of. this DoGrine in the Ghurch for the three firft Centurys, 
that the Fall.of the Angels was occafion’d by their Pollution 
with Women ; which Doétrine coud never have been admit- 
ted, if... the. firft Chriftians: had been of the modern Opinion 
concerhing, the purely fpiritural Nature of human Souls. And 
Lajtly, He, endeavours; to make it appear, that our Souls (by 
the Scripture Account.of their Nature) are not free from 
even fublunary Matter. divifible into proper Parts ;, for,a large. 
Proof.of this Point, he refers us to his Scripture: Account of 
the Reawvards.or Punifameis allotted to us, without any Immortality 
neceffarily refulting from the Nature of our Souls themfelves: This 
only. he obferves. in fhort. in.this: Place, that the Image we de- 
rive from the firft 4dam, is by St. Paw! oppos’d, to the fecond 
Adam, the Lord from Heaven ; and even in regard of the Soul, 
* it is no more than a living Soul, by a derivative Life, infuff- 
cient to fecure it felf from aétual Death, being reckon’d earthly, 
eboical, and fach as in which we muft all dye if not refcu’d by 
the divine Spirit; \Which Reafonings, he tells us, plainly fup- 
pofe all that we have by natural Propagation not to exceed 
the-Rank of-dublunary Beings; and that all that is in Man, di- 
ftinét from the divine baptifinal Spirit, is judg’d by the Apo- 
ftle to be no other than Flefh and Blood; even the ficthly 
Mind it felf, fuch as can’t enter into the Kingdom of God, 
aor inherit Incorruption. 


He concludes this Agpendix with obferving, that the natural 
Immortality advane’d by his Adverfaries is not grounded on 
an Indiflolubility of the Parts of the human Souls, as having 
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No Parts that might be diffolv'd, but pretends to fecure ’em 
from Non-exiftence by a Law whereby God has abridg’d him- 
felf of his Liberty of withftanding what is neceflary on his 
Part for their Prefervation,; which Law they think grounded, 
by a neceflary Confequence, on the Nature with which he has 
invefted them. And whereas Mr. Norrs complains that he 
does uot underftand what our Author means by his immortali- 
zing Spirit, he tells him, that he means the Quickening Spirit 
niention’d by St. Paw/, the Lord and Giver of Lefe, in the Con- 
fantsropolitan Creed, ' the third Perfon of the Trinity, which 
che Scripture (as well as the Tradition of the Catholick 
Church) affure us is convey’d by our Saviour’s Baptifm, with- 
out which we are none of his. 


Our Author concludes this whole Piece with what he calls 
an Expoftulation, relating to the Infults of Mr. Clark and 
Mr. Chifbul againft his Friend concern’d in the foregoing Let- 
ter; where he blames ’em for their fhamefully comtemptuous 
Cenfures of him, who is neverthelefs in moft Things equal to 
either of ’em, and in fome Things undoubtedly Superior to 
‘em. I here make ufe of his own Words, and fhall give no 
farther Account of this his Expoftulation, as it relates to lit- 
tle more than Matters merely perfonal, whether true or falfe 
no Way affeéting the Point in Debate ; if any ofie therefore 
would be acquainted with em, I muft leave him to have re- 
courfe to the Book [ have hitherto been’ endeavouring to 
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give a tolerable Accoiint of 
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The Improvement of Human Reafon, exhibited in rhe Life of Hai 
Ebn Yokdhan. Written in Arabick above 500 Years ago, by 
Abu Jaafar Ebn Tophail. In which ss demonftratcd by what 
Methods one may, by the mere Light of Nature, attain the Know 
ledge of things Natural and Supernatural ; more particularly the 
Knowledge of God, and the Affairs of another Life.  I!luftrated 
with proper Figures, Newly Tranflated jrom the Original Ava- 
bick by Simon Ockly, A.M. Vicar of Swavefay in Cambridge- 
fhire. With an Appendix, tm whieh the Poffibiiity of Man’s 
attaining the true Knowledge of God, and things necefjary to Salvui- 

tion, without Inftrution, x briefly comfider’d- London: Prixted 
and Sold by Edmund Powell sm Black.Fryars, and J. Morphew 
near Stationer’s-Hall, 1708. 8vo pag 195. 


F T HE Defign of the Mahometan Author here Tranflated 
out of the Arabick Language, ts to fhew how Humaz 
Reafon may, by Obfervation and Experience, arrive at the 
Knowledge of Natural things, and from thence to Supernatu- 
ral, particularly the Knowledge of God and a future State. 
In order to this he fuppofes a Perfon, viz. the Fictitious Hes 
Ebx Yohkdban, whofe Life he writes, brought up by himfelf a- 
lone, in a Place where he was deftitute of all manner of In- 
ftruGion but what he cou’d furnifh himfelf with from his own 
Obfervation. He lays the Scene of this Perfon’s Life in fome 
Fortunate Ifland uuder the EquinoGtial, where he fuppofes him 
either to have been bred (according to Avicen’s Hypothefis, 
who conceiv'd a Poffibility of a Man's being form’d by the In- 
fluence of the Planets, out of Matter fitly difpos'd) without 
either:Father or Mother ; or elfe expos’d in his Infancy, and 
providentially fuckl’d by aRoe. Not that the Author believ'd 
any fuch Matter, but only having defign’d to contrive a con- 
venient Place for his Philofopher, fo as. to leave him to reafon 
by himfelf;,and to make his Obfervations without any Guide ; 
he'propofes:. both thefe ways by which he might come in his 
Solitary Ifland, without determining any thing in favour of ei- 
ther. He thews afterwards by what Steps and Degrees he ad- 


vane'd in.the Knowledge of Natural things, till at laft he a. 
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ceiv’d the Neceflity of acknowledging an Infinite, Eterna}, 
Wife Creator, and-#lfo: the Immateriality and Immortality of- 
his own Soul, and that its Happinefs confifted only ina con- 
tinued Conjunétioa with this Supreme Being, It can’t be ex- 
pected that I fhou’d go about to give a particular Account of 
the Series of this Romantick. Hiftory, inafmuch as this cou’d 
not be done without tranfcribing almoft the whole Book ; | 
fhall therefore only thew how Hai Ebn Yokdban argues in queft 
atter two or three great Truths, in order to give a Specimen 
of the Philofophy of our Biographer, who liv’d about the 
Time of Averroes ; and then proceed tothe Appendix, writ by 
the Tranflator of this Piece. 


In his Contemplations upon Matter, our Philofopher confi- . 
ders, whether the threefold Extenfion which he met with in all ° 
Bodys was the very Eflence of Body. or not; and our Author 
tells us that he quickly found, that befidesthis Extenfion, there 
was fomething elfe in which the Extenfion did exift ; and that 
this Extenfion cou’d not. fubfift by it felf, as alfo the Body whith 
was extended, coud not fubfift by it felf without Extenfion. 
his he experimented in fome of thofe fenfible Bodies which 
are endu’d-with Forms; for Example, in Clay, which he per- 
ceiv'd, when meulded into any Figure, (Spherical fuppofe) 
had in it a certain Proportion of Length, Breadch,: and Thick- 
nefs; But thea if youtook that very fame Ball, and reduced it 
into aCubical or Oval Figure, the Dimenfions were chang*d, 
anddid not retain the fame Proportions which they had be- 
fore; and yet the Clay {till remain’d the fame without any 
Change, only that ic was neceflarp for it to: be extended into 
Length, Breadth and Thicknefsin fome Proportion or other, 
anid not to be depriv’d of ics Dinienfions: Yet-it was. plain to 
him: trom vhefueeeffive Alterations of ’em in the fame Body) 
that they were éiftine from the Clay it feif'; as alfo chat,y be> 
catile the Clay cowd'not be altogether without’em, it appear'd 
to him that they belong’d to its Eflénce. ‘And thus from: this 
Experiment it em’d manifeft tohim, that: Body, confider’d as 
Bady, was compounded of two Properties ; the one of which 
repreferts the Clay of hich the Sphere-was made’? ‘the other 
the threefold Expreffion of it when form’d' into a Sphere j Cube, 
or what other Figure loever. Nor was it poffible to conceive 
Body but as congiting of thef€ two iPropertits,; neither of 
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which cou’d fubfift without the othér : But that one (viz. that 
of Extenfion) which was liable to change, and cou’d fuccel> 
fively put on different Figures, did reprefent the Fomnin al! 
thofe Bodies which had Forms; and that other which fli!l abode 
in the fame State, (which wastheClay in the Inflance) did 1e- 
prefent Corporeity, which is in all Bodiesof what Forms foe- 
‘ver. That which is call’d Clay, in this Inftaace ovr Biogra- 
" ‘pher makes the fame with what the Philotophers call che Adzate- 
‘via Prima, the dan, which iswholly deftitute of ali manner of 
Forms. 


For another Specimen of our Solitary Philofopher’s Rea- 
foning, I can’t forbear fetting that down by which he endea- 
avoid to prove to himfelf the Abfurdity of the Notion of in- 
finite Body. Our Author tells us, that he confirm’d himfelf in 
‘this Judgment by the tollowing Arguments: This Heavenly 
Body (fays he) is terminated on this Side whichis next to 
me, thisis evident to my Sight ; and that it can't be infinitely 
extended on the oppofite Side I pine thus: Suppofe two Lines 
drawn from the Extremity of this Heavenly Body on that 
terminated Side which is next to me, which Lines fhou'd be 
produc’d quite thro’ this Body im infinitum, according to the 
Extenfion of the Bedy 5 then fuppofe along Part of one of 
thefe Lines cut off at this End which is next tome, then take 
the Remainder of what was cut off, and draw down that End 
of it where it was cut off, and let that Line which was fhor- 
tened lie parallel with the other ; then fuppofe them continu'd 
thro’ this Body till you come to that Side which we fuppos’d to 
be infinite : Either you will find both thefe Lines infinitely ex- 
tended, and then one of em can’t be fhorter thanthe other, 
but that which hada Part of it cut off, will be as long as that 
which had nothing cut off; which isabfurd: Or elfe the Line 
which was cut off will not be fo long as the other, and confe- 
quently finite: Therefore if youadd that Part to it which was 
cut off from it at firft, which was finite, the Whole will. be 
finite; and then it will be no longer or fhorter than that Line 
which had nothing cut from it, therefore equal to it: But this 
is finite, therefore the.other is finite. Therefore the Body in 
which fuch Lines are drawn is finite, and all Bodies in which 

fach Lines may be drawn are finite: But fuch Lines may be 
raw ht 
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drawn in all Bodies; therefore if we fuppof€ an infinite Body, 
we fuppofe an Abfurdity and Impoffibilicy. Syne 


Atter this our Philofopher proceeds to argue about the Fi- 
gure of Heaven, and to enquire how it was limited by the 
Circum-ambient Superficies.; this brought him to examine 
whether the World in general did exift in time after it had 
been, and came to be out of nothing , or whether it had been 
from Eternity, without any Privation precedingit. Concern- 
ing this Matter our Hilftorian tells us he had very many and 
great Doubts, fothat neither of thefetwo Opinions did pre- 
vail over the other. The Difficulties which attended each of 
thefe Hypoghefis, fhall be the laft Specimen which | fhall give 
of our PhilSfopher’s Reafoning, and they are thefe: When he 
propos’d to himfelf the Belief of the World’s Eternity, there 
arofe a preat many Objeétions in his Mind, becaufe he thought 
that the Notion of infinite Exiftence was prefs’d with no lef 
Difficulties than that of infinite Extenfion; and that fuch a 
Being as was not free from Accidents produc’d anew, mutt al- 
foic {elf be produc’d anew, becaufe it can’t be faid to be more 
ancient than thofe Accidents ; and that which can’t exift before 
Accidents produc’din time, muft alfo it felf be produc’d in 
time. Then on the other hand, when he propos’d co himéelf 
the Belief of its being producd anew, other Objections oc- 
curd tohim ; for he conceiv’d that it was impoflible to form 
any Notion of its being produc’d anew, unlefs it was fuppos’d 
that there was Time before it; whereas Time was one ot thofe 
things which belong’d to the World, and was infeparable from 
it; and therefore the World cou’d not be fuppos’d to be later 
than Time. Then he confider’d that a thing created. mutt 


tieeds have a Creator; and if fo, why did this Creator make 


the World now, and not as well before ? Was it becaufe of 


any new Chance which happend to him? That cou’d not be; 


for there was nothing exiftent befides himfelf: Was ic then 
upon the Account of any Change in his own Nature? But 
what fhou’d caufe that Change? Thus our Hiftorian tells us 
he continued for feveral Years, arguing pro and con about this 
Matter 5 and a great many Arguments offer’d themfelves on 
both Sides,» fo that neither of thefe two Opinions, in bis 
Jadgmeat, o¥er-balaucd ‘the other. 


After 
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~ “After this our Hiftorian brings Hai Eb Yokdban by the mere 
“strength of Reafonto the Knowledge of the true God; to 
+ the Difcovery of his neceflary Exiftence, Unity, and other 

Attributes ; and to the Exiftence of immaterial Beings ; thro’ 


various Mazes of Metaphyfical Reafonings and abftra& Con- 


.templations, in which he makes moft ule of the Peripatetick Phi- 
lofophy, which he feems to have pretty well underftood. 1 
‘can produce no more Particulars here, but muft leave the Rea- 
_der to take them from the Book it felf, who is willing to know 
what the State of Learning was among the Arabs 500 Years 
.ago, and to have a Tafte of the Acumen and Genius of the A- 
_ rattan Philofophers ; and hence to learn that they were ‘not 
altogether fo impertinent and ignorant as is conceiv’d upon no 
. Grounds but Prejudice and Fancy, by thofe who are unacquain- 
_ ted with the Eaftern-Languages. 


I come now to give an-Account of the Appendix writ by the 
. Tranflator of this Piece, in which the Author’s Notion con- 
_cerning the Poflibility of a Man’s attaining to thetrue Know- 

ledge of God, and things neceflary to Salvation, without the 
ufe of External Means, is briefly confider’d. This Appendix 
the Tranflator tells us he writ, left otherwife that Book which 
he defign’d for the Innocent and not altogether unprofitable 
- Diverfion of the Reader, might accidentally prove a Means of 
leading fome into Error, who are not capable of judging a- 
_ sight ; and of confirming others in their Miftakes, who, thro’ 
their own Weaknefs, or the Prejudice of a bad Education, 
- have the Misfortune to be led outof the way. He paffes over 
the gfeateft Part of his Errors both in Philofophy and Divini- 
ty, asbeing unlikely to do any Harm , and confines himfelf 

chiefly to the Examination of this Fundamental Error of his 
Author, viz. that God has given fuch,a Power or Faculty to 
..Man, whereby he may, without any External Means, attain 

to the Knowledge of all things neceflary to Salvation, and e- 
ven co the Beatifick Vifien it felf, whilft in this State. In exa- 
. mining which Tenet our Tranflator has ftill a regard to the 
_ Errors receigd concerning thefé things in che prefent Age: 
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In order to this, he examines the Ways ‘and Means by 
which the People of God in all‘Ages came to the Underftand. 
ing of his Will; aad fhews, that when Mankind’ in peneral 
were almoft univerfally ignorant of their Duty, God was plea. 
fed, out of his infinite Love and Mercy, to fend at fundry 
Times Prophets; that is, Men who were infpir’d by the Holy 
Spirit, and had the Will of God immediately’ teveal’d to ’em, 
ro inftrué them how toferve him: That thefe Propkets'recei- 
ved the Will of God immediately from himfelf, ‘and that the 
Faculty of Prophecying was not attain’d by any Application 
or Improvement of their own Abilities, but depended wholly 
and éntirely upon the pofitive will of God, who upon impor- 
tant and weighty Occafioh in his own due Time, and to fuch 
Perfons as feem’d fitteft for the Purpofe of “his infinite Wit 
dom, fent fuch as. he was pléas’d'to fec‘apart and qualifie for 
that Service by the Infpiration of his holy Spirit; Prophecy 
Coming not in old Time by the Will of Man, but holy Men of God 


Speaking as they were mov'd by the Holy rm Our Author 


grants that a fober, righteous and godly Life, a heavenly 
Converfation, and the keeping our félves pure both‘in Body 
and Spirit, are excellent Méans to invite the‘ Holy Spirit to 
dwell in and abide with us: But then he asks the Queftion, 
how does God dwell in thofe that are his? And anfwers -thag 
he does not fo dwell in them as to make Prophets of “em, but 
to ftrengthen them in their holy Refolutions, and enable them 
to perform fuch Things as tend moft to his Glory and their 
own Salvation. This upon Examination, he tells us, we fhall 
find, is all which by far the greateft Number of godly Men 
ever attain’d: And he proceeds to obferve, that though 
Samuel was dedicated to the Service of God from his Birth, 
and it pleas’d God to choofe him for Prophet, yet there is no 
Queftion to be made, but there were’ feveral other fo “dedica- 
ted which never did Prophec : That though Daniel’ was heard 
from the firft Day that be did he bis Heart to underftand, ‘and to 
chaften bimfelf before God, and had an Angel, fént to him with | 
a Revelation; yet that Difcipliniog of himfelf can’t in any wife 
be accouted the Caufe of that Revelation, othérwife the fame 
Method wou’d univerfally prouduce the fame Effe@&: From 
which and more fuch like Obfervation, he concludes, that God 
has not afforded to Man any Means whereby he cam attain to . 
any 
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any Degree of Prophecy ; which on the contrary, always de- 
pended not upon Men’s Acquirements or Improvements in 
that which is good, not upon any Thing any way attainable 
by the Power or Reafon of Man, but upon the pofitive Will 


He proceeds, after feveral intervening Particulars, to ob- 
‘ferve, that if it were in Religion as in Arts and Sciences, it 
‘might with a great deal more reafon have been expected, that 
confidering the vaft Diftance of Time fince the firft Planting 
“the Chriftian Religion to this prefent Age, we might have been 
improv’d to a Degree of Prophecy; For Arts and Sciences re- 
ceive their Beginnings from very fmall Hints at firft, and are 
afterwards improv’d proportionably to the Induftry and Capa- 
city of thofe who cultivate them, and therefore may reafona- 
bly expe that the longer they continue the more they will 
be advanc’'d; but the Cafe is vaftly different in Religion, 
which is.always beft and pureft at its firft fetting out: And 
there isa very good Reaion to given, continues our Author, 
why it fhould be fo; for after the firft Covenant made by 
God with Mankind in the Perfon of Adam, every other Dif- 
penfation has found Men under a State of Corruption, and in 
actual: Pofleffion of Errors diametrically oppofite to thofe 
Truths which came to inftru@& them in; and-therefore it was 
requifite that the Means to remove thefe, at firft fhould bear 
proportion with the Difficulties they were to empdunter. Up- 
on which Account, at the Beginning of any new Difpenfation, 
thofe Perfons whom God was pleas’'d to employ to publifh it 
to Mankind, have been induc’d with more Zeal and greater 
Abilities than the Profeflors of the fame Religion in after 
Ages. And as no Perfon can doubt but that the Sewifh Reli- 
zion was much more perfect in the Days of Mofes and thofe 
which immediately fucceeded him than in after Times, when 
it was obfcur'd and mudded by Pharifaical Inventions and Tra- 
ditions; fo muft it alfo be confefs'd, that the Chriftian Reli- 
gion was much more perfec in the Days of the Apoftles and 
the Ages immediately fucceeding them, than fince it has been 
obfcur’d by the Intereft of the Defigning on one Hand, and the 
Prejudice and Ignoraace of the Unlearned on the other. This, 
continues our Author, is plainly confefs‘d by the Praftice ot 
moft conteding Parties among the Profeflors ot Chriftianity, 
ae ee Aaa 2 who 
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who conftantly make their-Appeals to the -carlieft: Writers. 


of the Primitive Church, and ufe.aH-Means ¢o bring then 


over to their own Side; which‘Ob‘rvations he makes: ufe of 
in order from Primitive-Antiguity to prove-the Ridiculoufher 
ef thofe Vifionarfes, who are for feeing all Things in God’ in- 
Religion, as well as in Philofopby in this Life; and for at- 
taining, without any external Means, all’ Things neceflary to. 
Salvation, together with the Intuition or Beholding of: the. 
divine Prefence during their ftay upon Earth. I cannot’ be: 
particular in what our Author offers ia feveral Pages upon this. 
Subje&, but muft refer the curious Reader for full SatisfaGion 
ro the Book I am endeavouring to give fome Account. | 


And I fhall take leave of: this Book after I have given our. 
Author’s Thoughts upon this Subje&, why we can’t reafonably. 
expect Prophets now. It feems to him’ that there are fe-. 
veral Reafons to be given, why there fhould be Prophets du- 
ring the ‘Time of the Mofsical Difpenfation, rather than after 
the Gofpel had taken Root:. For (fays he) the Promifes made 
to the ‘fews haveing relation to their Poflefling.the Land of 
Canaan, God was pleas’d to fend them Prophets to: quicken 
their Me mories, and keep them in Mind of their Duty, thar 
thereby hisJudgments might be averted from them; and we find. 
that moft of the ancient Prophecies tend that Way: But now 
we are upon a quite different Bottom, we are taught that dere 
we bave no abiding City; that when thefe Tabernacles fhal be diffol- 
ved, we bave an Houle not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
vens: So that to have Prophets foretelling future Events rela- 
ting to the Welfare and Prefervation of our-Temporals, on | 
the contrary, feems nov fo proper for a People whofe-very 
Profeffion fuppofes them to have laid afide all Solicitude.con- 
cerning thefe Things. Another Reafon which our Author 


-affigns, and with which I fhall conclude,:is this, that before 


the Coming of Chwff God’s Will was but imperfeétly reveal'd, 
and it was nceeflary that there: fhould be-fore-runners to pre- 
pare the Way againft his Comi ng, and raife:-Expe@ations of 
him inthe People, that they might -be the betser prepar’d to 
receive him: But after he was once come, whe was to com. 
pleat and fulfil all; after God had, -by his Son, manifefted and 
reveal’d his whole Will to us, and declar’d whatfoever he re- . 
guird to be believ’d and done by us whilft in oe 
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Bodies, there was no longer need. of Revelation to thofe 
who.had:receiv’d the moft perfe&@ One, which God Almighty 
thought fit in his infinite Wifdom to deliver to Mankind. 
Hence our Author concludes, that fince all thofe Reafons are 
removd,- which were to.be given for a Succeffion of immedi- 
ately infpir’d Prophets: before the Coming of Coming ; it is al- 
together groundlefs to fay no worfe of it, to expe& any now 
he. is come. . What Methods God. will make ufe of to. call in 
the Foloefs of ‘the Gemriles, and convert the Fews, our Author 
feaves undecided, contending for-no more than that thefe 
_ which he.has already taken, are abundantly fufficient for thofe 
who-have had the Happinefs to be-baptis’d, and,to be brought 
up ia the Profeffion of the Chriftian Faith. 





The State of Learning. 
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